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Resolution of the Board of Directors, Greater Houston Partnership 

 
Referred by, Education Committee, September 11, 2015 

 
In Support of the 2015 Bond Election for San Jacinto College District 

 
 
The Greater Houston Partnership’s Board of Directors supports the passage of the 2015 San 
Jacinto Community College District Bond Proposal.  
 
San Jacinto College serves approximately 30,000 students on three campuses. Seventy-seven 
percent of San Jac’s students are first generation college students and 73% are part-time students, 
offering opportunities for post-secondary education and training to traditionally underserved 
populations. SJCD is ranked in the top 100 community colleges in degree and certificate 
completion out of over 1,100 two-year colleges in the nation. It ranks number two in granting 
associate degrees in science technologies and technicians, which supports the goal of producing 
more graduates in STEM subjects. 
 
The $425 million bond referendum, called by the San Jacinto Board of Trustees for November 3, 
2015, includes financing for new construction and enhancement of existing facilities.  
 
The bond proposal has broad support from San Jacinto’s industrial and commercial stakeholders, 
which make up more than 60% of its tax base. The East Harris Manufacturers Association supports 
the proposal as a vital link in the skilled workforce pipeline.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

  

Gina Luna, Chair  Bob Harvey, President & CEO 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: October 21, 2015 
  
TO: Greater Houston Partnership Board of Directors 
  
FROM: Scott McClelland, Chairman 

Education Advisory Committee 
  

SUBJECT: Resolution of the Board of Directors in Support of the 2015 Bond Election 
for San Jacinto College District  

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
San Jacinto College is a valued partner in UpSkill, the Partnership’s workforce development 
initiative. San Jac has awarded more than 5,000 degrees and certificates each of the last three 
years. 2014’s total of 5,586 was year an increase of 108.8 percent in eight years. 
 
With a heavy emphasis on workforce training needs, San Jac’s proposed projects include: 

 Center for Petrochemical, Energy, and Technology, to provide the latest instructional labs 
for the process technology, instrumentation, non-destructive testing, electrical 
technology, and fire protection programs 

 Center for Engineering and Technology, to house programs in engineering, biomedical 
equipment repair technology, engineering design graphics (drafting), electronics, and 
computer information technology 

 Facilities to house programs in support of careers in cosmetology and culinary art 

 Facilities to accommodate maritime training expansion and development 
 
Maintaining and upgrading technology capabilities to meet student expectations 

 Study and upgrade security and access systems throughout all facilities 

 Provide infrastructure upgrades and replacements for systems at the end of their useful 
life 

 Expand technology capabilities in all facilities 

 Update data and technology infrastructure 
 
The bond proposal also includes funds to renovate and repurpose nearly 530,000 square feet of 
existing space most of which is more than 30 years old, including: 

 Provide updated and flexible classroom, instructional, and office space 

 Construct a new classroom building to meet the needs of tomorrow’s student 

 Provide space for a growing dual credit and early college high school programs 

 Repurpose vacated space to increase efficiencies 
 
The Bond Proposal has broad support in the San Jac service territory, especially among the 
business community, including support from:  

 East Harris County Manufacturers Association and Its 90 Member Companies 

 Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 

 Clear Lake Chamber of Commerce  

 Deer Park Chamber of Commerce  



 Economic Alliance Houston Port Region 

 Houston Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

 North Channel Area Chamber of Commerce  

 Pasadena Chamber of Commerce 

 South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The bond referendum will result in an increase in the San Jac tax rate of approximately 3 cents 
per $100 valuation. The annual district tax bill increase for a home with the district’s average 
valuation of $118,800, including a $5,000 homestead exemption, would be $34.14 for a total 
approximate tax bill of $234.14.  
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
This bond is being presented for voter approval on November 3, 2015. 
 
KNOWN OPPOSITION 
There is no known opposition to this matter.  
 
RESOURCES REQUIRED 
This recommendation can be implemented with available Greater Houston Partnership staff and 
within current operating budget resources. 


