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San Jac leading 
crosswalk project for 
apprenticeships

San Jacinto College is working on a cross-
walk project that would allow for appren-
ticeships to translate into college course 
credits. The College already o� ers appren-
ticeships with several employers, including 
Dow Chemical, with an approximate 80 
percent success rate. Dr. Sarah Janes, as-
sociate vice chancellor for Continuing and 
Professional Development at San Jacinto 
College, recently held a workshop between 
industry representatives and educators to 
crosswalk registered apprenticeships in 10 
areas to specifi c courses in the Texas High-
er Education Workforce Education Cur-
riculum Manual. A steering committee will 
present the crosswalks to the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board for approval 
in early 2018. Recently, San Jacinto College 
was presented with a proclamation from 
Gov. Greg Abbott in appreciation of Nation-
al Apprenticeship Week.

Pasadena ISD students 
receive free eye exams 
and eyeglasses
 
Sixty schools from the Pasadena Inde-

pendent School District sent children to 

the December See to Succeed event at San 
Jacinto College, where 266 students were 
found to need immediate medical eye care 

and 1,493 students were found to need 
eyeglasses. The See to Succeed program 
partners with school districts to identify 
students in need of eye examinations, eye-
glasses or further medical care. This year’s 
event at San Jacinto College saw 1,596 K-12 
students. The program is held at two loca-
tions each year, San Jacinto College and the 
West End Health Center in the Heights. 
More than 48,000 free eyeglasses have 
been provided to school children since 
See to Succeed began approximately seven 
years ago. See to Succeed recruits an aver-
age of 146 doctors to volunteer alongside 
opticians, health department    sta� , and 
San Jacinto College eye care technology and 
nursing students to deliver eye exams and 
tests, fi t students for eyeglasses and make 
emergency medical referrals. 

The program is a collaborative e� ort     
among the Houston Department of Health 
and Human Services, San Jacinto College, 
the University of Houston College of Op-
tometry (UHCO), Essilor Vision Founda-
tion, Walmart, Berkeley Eye Center, Op-
tometry Giving Sight and the Luxottica 
OneSight Foundation. 

NEWS FROM YOUR COLLEGE 

Recently, San Jacinto College was presented with a proclamation from Gov. Greg Abbott in 
appreciation of National Apprenticeship Week.

Photos courtesy of San Jacinto College
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By Yvonne Davis Frear
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

San Jacinto College Central will contin-
ue to recognize, honor, and acknowledge 
its commitment to diversity and inclusiv-
ity during Black History Month 2018.  

Plans for this year center around the 
national theme, “African–Americans in 
Times of War.”  The history department 
at the Central Campus anticipates engag-
ing students in diversity and inclusivity 
awareness by hosting the department’s 
inaugural poster session for Black His-
tory Month.  The goal is to cultivate and 
stimulate historical curiosity while con-
necting topics that relate to all area of 
black history, but specifi cally highlight 
the national theme and its congruent 
perspectives — family life, food, econom-
ics, education, music, clothing, politics, 
entertainment, science and technology, 
to list a few.

Organizer and professor Bret Nelson ex-
pects the Library Grand Hall will be fi lled 
with a number of student poster exhibits 
on the last day of February for visitors to 
see and hear the intent of the projects.

 Celebrating Black History Month is 
a diverse practice within itself as each 
campus hosts events that are refl ective 
of the culture of its student body, faculty 
and administration.  It is likely that mu-
sic and dance will echo the Central and 
North Campus Student Center hallways 
with the Saakumu Dance Troupe.

Games and other amusements during 
February will allow students from di-
verse populations at each campus to ex-
ercise their mental knowledge in games 
like Think Fast and Black History Trivia. 
The San Jacinto College libraries will pro-
vide displays of books and media that are 
relevant to the theme nationally and lo-
cally as Houston has many connections to 
times of war, most notably World War I 
and Camp Logan — now present-day Me-
morial Park.  

 Maintaining awareness of leading-edge 
topics that stimulate that generate con-
versations regarding ideas about wartime 
culture, black heritage and legacy will be 
featured by keynote speakers like profes-
sor Marlon Nation, senior enlisted advi-
sor for the Texas Air National Guard.

Professor Nation, who is also a history 
professor, will present how war is a glob-
al phenomenon that impact myopic com-
munities on a diversely, inclusive stage.  
Presenters at South, Maritime and North 
Campuses will share similar engaging, 
exceptional experiences about Black 
History Month, and the importance of 
celebrating heritage and honoring legacy 
while embracing the core value of diver-

sity and developing a fl uid understand-
ing of inclusivity.

 San Jacinto College Black History Month 

2018 events and activities are free and 
open to the public, along with students, 
faculty, sta�  and administrators. 

AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN TIMES OF WAR’: 

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE
CELEBRATES HERITAGE, LEGACY

Yvonne Davis Frear
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By Jeannie Peng Mansyur
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

 The San Jacinto College fall 2017 com-
mencement topped o�  a year of highs and 
lows for new college graduates. Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner served as key-
note speaker for the ceremony, which 
took place at the home of the World Se-
ries champions at Minute Maid Park on 
Dec. 17.

 Turner recounted the year Houston 
hosted the Super Bowl, survived Hur-
ricane Harvey and celebrated the Astros 

as World Series champions. He reminded 
graduates how some are sprinters, and 
some are long distance runners, but what 
really matters is staying in the race.

 “I want you to feel proud of what you’ve 
done,” Turner said to graduates. “You’ve 
been to one of the best colleges the world 
could ever fi nd, right here at San Jacinto 
College. You’ve had some of the best fac-
ulty members who could have instructed 
you. Decide where you want to go next.”

 For Jacqueline Bischof, the commence-
ment stage brought a sigh of relief after a 
year of “hurdles.”

 “During Harvey our entire downstairs 
and our cars fl ooded,” Bischof said. “We 
are still not in our home, and I don’t 
have a car. It’s been di  ̈ cult to stick with 
school. It feels really good to be here to-
day and walk across that stage. This year 
has been full of hurdles and to overcome 
them means everything.”

 Talking about fall 2017 was di  ̈ cult 
for Elizabeth Vallejo, who lost her home 
and vehicle to Harvey. Even though the 
hurricane made it di  ̈ cult for her to get 
through her semester, she found help 
from her professors and graduated with 

her associate degree. 
 “I lost my home and my car to the 

fl ood,” said Vallejo. “It was very hard. At 
the time, I was taking online classes, and 
because of the hurricane, I didn’t have In-
ternet anymore. I also didn’t have a car to 
get to campus. Fortunately, many of my 
professors were very understanding and 
were able to move some deadlines to help 
me get back on my feet and get through 
this semester.”

 Vallejo now plans to transfer to the 
University of Houston (UH) to study 
criminal law. She walked the fall 2017 
commencement stage with her sister, 
Karina Romero, who graduated with an 
associate degree in communication and 
will soon begin the San Jacinto College 
nursing program. 

 For Shirley O’Donnell, whose family 
business was damaged by the hurricane, 
graduating at the San Jacinto College 
commencement meant a promise fulfi lled 
to her mother.

 “My mom has cancer,” O’Donnell said. 
“I’m really proud of myself for making 
it here today, so that my family and my 
mom can see me graduate.”

 Alexander Watson plans to transfer to 
UH to study communication and said no 
hardships could stand the way of his main 
focus of graduating.

 “My family and I got a chance to get 
through all of the hardships of the hurri-
cane,” said Watson, who worked in the Col-
lege’s fi nancial aid o  ̈ ce while taking class-
es. “Finishing college was my main focus. 
I had that drive and motivation, especially 
from my family. I am very happy and ex-
cited for the next step in my journey.”

 The San Jacinto College fall 2017 com-
mencement also honored the late Ernest 
Mitchell by awarding the degree of Asso-
ciate of Applied Science in air condition-
ing technology posthumously in recogni-
tion of Mitchell’s academic achievements. 
Mitchell’s daughter, Suzanne Allen, re-
ceived the award on behalf of her father. 

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner served as keynote speaker for the San Jacinto College fall 2017 graduation ceremony, 
which took place at the home of the World Series champions at Minute Maid Park. 

Photo courtesy of Melissa Trevizo, San Jacinto College

GRADUATES ARE  HOUSTON STRONG’ 
AT FALL 2017 COMMENCEMENT
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By Jeannie Peng Mansyur
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

INEOS Olefi ns & Polymers USA (INEOS), 
a leading manufacturer of olefi n and poly-
olefi n products, has pledged a $250,000 
cash donation in support of the San Jacinto 
College Center for Petrochemical, Energy, 
and Technology. The Center is poised to 
become the largest petrochemical training 
facility in Texas.

 INEOS has hired 24 San Jacinto College 
petrochemical graduates in recent years and 
has demonstrated its commitment to an up-
and-coming workforce and to ensuring stu-
dent training aligns with industry needs. As 
a major sponsor of the Center, INEOS will 
receive naming rights for one of the Center’s 
skills labs.

 “The primary goals of INEOS, as well as 
the other petrochemical manufacturers in 
the region, are to operate safely and serve as 
good stewards of the environment,” said Bob 
Bradshaw, site manager of INEOS’ Battle-

ground Manufacturing facility in La Porte. 
“These goals can only be achieved through 
a knowledgeable, well-trained and qualifi ed 
workforce. This is why INEOS is so pleased 
to partner with San Jacinto College for the 
construction of a world-class education fa-
cility. Once operational, the Center will 
provide the petrochemical industry with 
the next generation of qualifi ed workers to 
safely and expertly operate the signifi cant 
capital investments currently being made by 

our industry in the region.”
 INEOS is already an active member of the 

San Jacinto College Petrochemical Advisory 
Council, formed by Dr. Brenda Hellyer, San 
Jacinto College Chancellor. Sponsorship of 
the Center is a natural complement to the 
many other local workforce and education 
outreach initiatives of INEOS, including ap-
prenticeship and internship programs, and 
various science and career fairs.

 The 145,000-square-foot Center for Petro-
chemical, Energy, and Technology — sched-
uled to open in 2019 — will house skills labs 
in process technology, instrumentation and 
analyzer technology, and non-destructive 
testing and electrical technology; a craft 
training center; a control room; a process 
simulator lab; a glass pilot plant lab; an ex-
terior glycol distillation unit; and corporate 
training space.

 The Center’s development has been made 
possible by collaboration with industry part-
ners like INEOS. The Center’s goal is to in-

crease the number of skilled workers needed 
for a Texas Gulf Coast petrochemical indus-
try experiencing unprecedented growth, with 
announced projects totaling $40 billion in 
capital investment, while 50 percent of its 
workforce approaches retirement age.

 “INEOS has been part of our plan since its 
inception,” said Jim Gri  ̈ n, Associate Vice 
Chancellor/Senior Vice President for the Pet-
rochemical Training Division at San Jacinto 
College. “Their vision and industry leader-
ship will help ensure not only the successful 
construction of the Center, but a world-class 
education.”

 The Center for Petrochemical, Energy, and 
Technology is under the guidance of the Pet-
rochemical Advisory Council and the East 
Harris County Manufacturers Association 
(EHCMA), both of which supported the 2015 
bond election to fund the Center.

 For more information about the San Jacin-
to College Center for Petrochemical, Energy, 
and Technology, visit sanjac.edu/CPET.

INEOS PLEDGES $250,000 FOR CENTER OF 
PETROCHEMICAL, ENERGY, AND TECHNOLOGY

Photos courtesy of San Jacinto College
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HOUSTON BAKERY TURNS TO SMALL BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER FOR GUIDANCE  

STUDENTS SEARCH 
FOR DISEASE AT 

MICROSCOPIC LEVEL

By Jeannie Peng Mansyur
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Anyone who visits an El Bolillo Bakery can 
see it takes a dedicated team to ensure that 
warm, fresh, sweet bread makes it out of the 
oven just in time for the early morning rush.

Such dedication recently made headlines 
when the bakery’s employees stayed over-
night during Hurricane Harvey to make 
fresh batches of bread for people in need. 
How to assemble that perfect team for an 

award-winning bakery is something Kirk 
Michaelis has learned over his 20 years as 
owner, and he’s recruited the San Jacinto 
College Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) as part of the team. 

From his first and second bakery loca-
tions on Wayside Drive and Airline Drive in 
Houston to his new location on Southmore 
Avenue in Pasadena, Michaelis has trusted 
longtime friend Richard Prets, director of 
the San Jacinto College SBDC, when it comes 
to location scouting and business planning.

“When I began looking for my third loca-
tion, I turned to Richard and the Small Busi-
ness Development Center,” Michaelis said. 
“Richard knows the market. He also knew 
my facility requirements for the Pasadena 
location.”

The San Jacinto College Small Business 
Development Center provides business advis-
ing, training, and solutions to entrepreneurs 
of small and emerging companies. Growing 
businesses, like that of El Bolillo Bakery, meet 
with advisors to evaluate financing alterna-
tives, develop loan packages, review and up-
date business plans and strategies, and access 
financial check-ups and recommendations.

When it came time to expand the El Bolillo 
Bakery, Prets knew the resources to help get 
the job done. 

“We teach people how to write business 
plans and prepare bank loan applications, 
but in this case, Kirk knew how to do all that; 
he needed help with the location,” Prets 
said. “I assisted with identifying properties 
and with providing demographic data for the 
new Pasadena El Bolillo Bakery location.”

This wasn’t the first time Michaelis turned 
to the San Jacinto College SBDC. Prets was 
instrumental in finding the right team of IT 
students from the University of Houston to 
help Michaelis with technology selection 
and implementation at his Wayside El Bolillo 
Bakery. 

“The San Jacinto College SBDC is here 
to advise small business owners with any 
aspect of their businesses,” Prets said. “We 
help any entrepreneur who needs assistance, 
and we’re a free resource.”

The San Jacinto College SBDC is a part of 
the College’s Continuing and Professional De-
velopment division and is located at 203 Ivy, 
Suite 300, in Deer Park. For more informa-
tion, visit www.sjcd.sbdcnetwork.net.

By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

 When you visit the doctor and have blood 
drawn for testing, a medical laboratory 
technician will perform the tests. However, 
if you have a biopsy to examine some body 
tissue, this investigation needs the more ad-
vanced skills of a histology technologist, a 
person trained to prepare samples for mi-

croscopic examination.
Starting this fall, San Jacinto College will 

o�er an advanced technical certificate in 
microscopic tissue anatomy, according to 
Benjamin Newsome, the department chair 
of allied health, safety and security at the 
College’s Central Campus. Newsome said 
that medical pathology labs generally are 

Microscopic continued on page 7

Photos courtesy of San Jacinto CollegeKirk Michaelis and his daughter Meagan
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SAN JAC HAPPENINGS
DATE EVENT TIME SITE

Feb. 7 Men’s Basketball vs. Jacksonville College 7 p.m. Central Campus, Anders Gymnasium

Feb. 8 College Community Day (No classes held – day & evening)  All Campuses

Feb. 9-10 San Jac Softball Tournament All day South Campus, Softball Field

Feb. 9-11 San Jac Tournament of Champions (baseball) All day Various locations

Feb. 10 San Jacinto College Legends Game 1 p.m. North Campus, JR Harrison Field at Andy Pettitte Park

Feb. 14 Women’s Basketball vs. Angelina College 5:30 p.m. North Campus, Nichols Gymnasium
 Men’s Basketball vs. Lee College 7 p.m. Central Campus, Anders Gymnasium

Feb. 15 Scholarship Application opens for Fall 2018  sanjac.edu/foundation
 Baseball vs. Western Texas 7 p.m. North Campus, JR Harrison Field at Andy Pettitte Park

Feb. 17 FTC Southeast Texas Regional Championship 7 a.m. Central Campus, Anders Gymnasium
 Baseball vs. Western Texas Noon North Campus, JR Harrison Field at Andy Pettitte Park

Feb. 19 Installment Payment Plan due 7 p.m. sanjac.edu

Feb. 21 Women’s Basketball vs. Coastal Bend College 5:30 p.m. North Campus, Nichols Gymnasium
 Men’s Basketball vs.  Coastal Bend College 7 p.m. Central Campus, Anders Gymnasium

Feb. 23 Fine Arts Friday Concert Noon North Campus, Fine Arts Center Theater (N-1.103)

Feb. 26 Registration for Summer Mini Term begins  sanjac.edu
 Registration for Summer I Term begins  sanjac.edu

March 3 Baseball vs. Wharton County Junior College 3 p.m. North Campus, JR Harrison Field at Andy Pettitte Park

March 12-18 Spring Break

All times and event 

schedules listed are 

subject to change. For 

more information, visit:

sanjac.edu

sanjacsports.com

split between clinical pathology (diagnosing dis-
ease from analysis of body fl uids) and anatomical 
pathology (diagnosing disease from analysis of tis-
sue). To work on the anatomical side, a professional 
must have training in microscopic tissue anatomy.

“A medical technology degree provides a founda-
tion for a novice to get into a hospital as medical 
laboratory tech,” he said. “I envision some of these 
students coming back to get this advanced certifi -
cate in microscopic tissue anatomy to make them-
selves more marketable. These are skills that are in 
demand locally, but are also portable.”

Newsome said medical techs with histology train-
ing can increase their salaries as much as $15,000, 
with a starting salary of about $50,000. Having a 
higher skill level also makes an employee a better 
supervisor candidate, Newsome said. 

“Most techs don’t want to be pigeonholed; they 
want to expand to get to director level,” he said. 

“I’m a fi rm believer that if you’re a director, you 
need to be able to do everything everyone else 
does. Also, for anyone ultimately pursuing a medi-
cal degree, having this training will make students 
the best doctors because they will understand the 
underlying foundation of disease.”

Newsome intends to keep the initial cohort 
small. The nine-month program is 35 credit hours, 
utilizing both classroom learning and clinical rota-
tions. San Jacinto College will o� er these classes on 
weekends. The College has purchased new equip-
ment to outfi t the labs for the courses. An associ-
ate degree in medical technology is a prerequisite, 
preferably with work experience. Registration for 
the program will begin this summer, including an 
interview and tour of the facilities with Newsome. 
Graduates of the program will be qualifi ed to sit 
the certifi cation exam from the American Society 
of Clinical Pathologists.

Microscopic from page 6 

What is histology?
Histology is the study of anatomy (body structure) at the 
microscopic level. Histopathology is the microscopic study 
of diseased tissue. People who work in histotechnology 
prepare specimens of tissue cultures using sophisticated 
lab techniques and technology. For example, if a doctor 
saw a suspicious lump on a mammogram, she would 
send the patient for a breast biopsy. The clinic would 
send the tissue collected from this test to the lab. The 
histology technologist would then prepare the specimen 
for a specialized doctor, a pathologist, to review to 
determine if the tissue is cancerous. 
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Surrounded by monuments of history, industries and maritime 
enterprises of today, and the space age of tomorrow, San 
Jacinto College has been serving the citizens of East Harris 
County since 1961. As a � scally sound institution, the Col-
lege currently holds bond ratings of AA and Aa2 by Standard 
& Poor’s and Moody’s, respectively. San Jacinto College is a 
2017 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence Rising 
Star Award recipient and an Achieving the Dream Leader Col-
lege. Approximately 30,000 students each semester bene� t 
from a support system that maps out a pathway for success. 
The College offers seven areas of study that prepare a diverse 
body of students to transfer to a four-year college or univer-
sity or enter the workforce with the skills needed to support 
the growing industries along the Texas Gulf Coast. San Jacinto 
College graduates contribute nearly $690 million each year to 
the Texas workforce.

Vision — San Jacinto College will be the leader in educational 
excellence and in the achievement of equity among diverse 
populations. We will empower students to achieve their goals, 
rede� ne their expectations and encourage their exploration of 
new opportunities. Our passions are people, learning, innova-
tion and continuous improvement.

Mission — Our mission is to ensure student success, create 
seamless transitions and enrich the quality of life in the communi-
ties we serve.

Support Student SuccessCommunity ImpactVision & Mission

YOUR GOALS. YOUR COLLEGE.

An Equal Opportunity Institution

NORTH CAMPUS 5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049
CENTRAL CAMPUS 8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505
SOUTH CAMPUS 13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089
MARITIME CAMPUS 3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571 
ONLINE 4624 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, TX 77504

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation transforms lives, 
enriches our community and provides tomorrow’s community 
leaders. For more than 20 years, the Foundation has helped 
thousands of students reach their goals. Our former students 
and graduates have � lled vital roles in hospitals, classrooms, 
executive of� ces, manufacturing plants, and laboratories 
across our region and beyond. They have also won the World 
Series, NBA championships, starred in major motion pictures 
and created major theatrical productions. Help our students to-
day with the gift of education. Contact the San Jacinto College 
Foundation at 281-998-6104 or sanjac.edu/foundation.




