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San Jacinto College
transitioning to
altered operations
during COVID-19

The College has moved to online and
hybrid course delivery as part of altered
operations necessitated by the evolving
coronavirus (COVID-19) situation.
The San Jacinto College Board of
Trustees approved the resolution in a
special meeting on March 17, 2020.

The altered operations began on
Monday, March 23, 2020, including:
• All general education courses are

being delivered online for the
forseeable future.

• All technical courses are being
delivered through a combination
of online and face-to-face by
appointment, and in groups of no more
than 10 people total.

• College staff are working remotely as of
Friday, March 20, 2020.

• All College facilities are closed unless
otherwise noted for face-to-face course
delivery. No visitors and no students
other than those notified by their
faculty are allowed.
“We understand that this is an

unprecedented situation for our region,
our state, and our country,” said Marie
Flickinger, Chair of the San Jacinto

College Board of Trustees. “The health
and safety of our students, employees,
and community is most important. The
Board is amazed at the work completed
by the faculty, staff, and administrators
who have worked tirelessly this week to
ensure that we have a plan in place to
help our students complete this semester
and to keep College operations running
in this altered operations period.”

The College has set up sanjac.edu/
coronavirus to keep students, employees,
and the community informed during this
altered operations period. Additional
information may also be distributed to
students through Blackboard.

The resolution remains in effect until
it is rescinded by the Board of Trustees.

College’s new
Generation Park
Campus now hiring

Come join the San Jacinto College
team at our newest campus in northeast
Houston’s booming Generation Park!

Applications are now open for a
variety of faculty and staff positions
at the College’s fifth campus,
set to open for classes this fall.

To learn more and apply for open
positions, visit careers.sanjac.edu.

College announces
faculty and staff
excellence awards

San Jacinto College recently
announced its 2019-2020 Minnie
Stevens Piper Professor Award nominee
and the Faculty and Staff Excellence
Awards recipients.

Dr. Connie Gomez, San Jacinto College
South Campus engineering professor,
is the College’s 2019-20 Minnie Stevens
Piper Professor Award nominee and a
Faculty Excellence Award recipient.

Since 1958, The Minnie Stevens Piper
Foundation has recognized outstanding
professors from two- and four-year
Texas colleges and universities, both
public and private. Its biggest program
is the Piper Professor Program.
Ten awards of $5,000 are distributed
annually to college professors for
superior teaching based on submissions
by each college or university.

San Jacinto College Faculty Excellence
Award recipients also included Dr. Abbie
Grubb, South Campus history professor,
and Gail Mason, North Campus

business/information technology
department chair.
Staff Excellence Award recipients

included: Dana Kostecka, senior
executive assistant to the deputy
chancellor and president; Kathy
Burris, senior administrative assistant
of cosmetology; and Mandi Reiland,
manager of executive operations for the
Chancellor and board of trustees.
The Administrator Excellence Award

went to Tanesha Antoine, director of
educational planning, counseling,
and completion.

Criteria for the College’s Faculty and
Staff Excellence Awards nominations
include the nominee’s last two years of
work and service in the following areas:
ability to serve as a role model and work
collaboratively with others; possession
of exemplary attributes or qualifications;
contribution to addressing or meeting
the needs of students and/or employees;
and dedication, service, and involvement
in the College community.
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By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

The San Jacinto College Maritime
Technology and Training Center,
in partnership with the Houston Pilots,
is enabling some of the industry’s
most respected names to conduct
research through the use of high-tech

maritime simulation.
Through a $1 million donation

from the Houston Pilots, San Jacinto
College houses three state-of-the-art,
full-mission bridge simulators featuring
65 vessels that can be operated in
10 regions worldwide.

“Our Konsberg simulators are
hydrodynamically accurate,” said

John Stauffer, Maritime Technology
and Training Center associate vice
chancellor. “This allows an organization
to come in to conduct waterway research
and rely on the technology to react in
the same way the water and vessels
would in the real world.”

Maritime continued on page 7
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SAn JACinto College MAritiMe HoStS
Port of HouSton reSeArCH ProJeCtS
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2020 vision: see to succeed supplies
glasses to improve kids’ learning

By Courtney Morris
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

“These make you look like Superman!”
the volunteer says, holding up a mirror
so Juan, a first-grader with a buzz cut,
can see himself in the navy blue frames.
Juan turns his head one way, then the

next, studying. He half-grins but shakes
his head. The search is on for the perfect
pair—one he’ll show off to his classmates
and wear to see his school assignments.

For Juan and more than 1,400 other
Pasadena ISD K-12 students, San Jacinto
College’s See to Succeed program
Feb. 3-7 provided a critical tool for
classroom success: correct vision
and healthy eyes.

Reading between the lines
The San Jacinto College Eye Care

Technology Program has coordinated
See to Succeed for 10 years, serving
more than 80,000 children. Event
partners include Berkeley Eye
Associates, Essilor Vision Foundation,
the Houston Health Department, the
University of Houston, and Walmart.

This year, 65 Pasadena ISD schools
participated, 1,393 students received
glasses, and 209 received
medical referrals.
Schools bussed students with potential

vision issues to the Central Campus.
In the Slocomb Auditorium lobby,
eye care technology students and other
College students, faculty, and staff
pre-screened the children. Screening
methods ranged from stereo fly
depth-perception, convergence, and near
visual acuity tests to Ishihara color tests.

Afterward, identified children visited
the College’s 5,000-square-foot eye care
teaching center for full eye exams by
doctors, then glasses fittings. Students
also received medical referrals if the
doctor discovered other issues during
the exam.

See to Succeed covers the cost
of frames, prescription lenses, and
emergency medical care for all
participating children.

Detecting concerns
This was the fourth time for Wendy

Owens, an eye care technology optician
program graduate, to work at See to
Succeed. Recently certified through the
American Board of Opticianry, Owens
performed double checks, reviewing all
test results and repeating or performing
extra tests if something didn’t add up.
She looked for other ways to help too.
“There was a boy who had a pair

of eyeglasses that were in really bad
shape,” Owens said. “I offered to clean
them, and that’s when I noticed they
were extremely scratched, and there was
nothing any microfiber cloth could have
done to fix it.”

See to Succeed has opened her eyes
to how many children with poor vision
have not had proper eye exams or are
wearing deficient glasses.
“It’s such a wonderful and amazing

event helping children in need,” Owens
said. “So many children have benefited
from this, and it was definitely awesome
to be a part of it.”

Envisioning lifetime success
Each year, Houston-area school

districts identify more than 20,000
K-12 children with vision issues.
Although schools alert parents, many
children return to class without the
issues resolved.
Kids Vision for Life estimates

25 percent of U.S. schoolchildren have
vision problems that hinder learning,
while 90 percent of kids needing
glasses do not have them. Unresolved
vision issues increase likelihood of
school dropout, lower income, and
even incarceration.

“The partners of this initiative
knew this was unacceptable in our
community,” said Debra Clarke,
San Jacinto College Eye Care Technology
Program director.
What they also knew: Children’s lives

improve when they receive the eye care
to succeed in school. See to Succeed
makes this a reality.

“Our eye care technology students
engage in this event from planning to
the final report,” Clarke said. “Aside
from implementing the skills they are
learning in the program, I always want
them to understand that individually
this issue seems insurmountable, but
together we can do so much to help
others in need.”

Choosing a career for life
According to Clarke, eye care

technology is a career for life,
offering a diverse medical field with
many subspecialties. But See to Succeed
often solidifies students’ decision to
enter this field.
“My students write a reflection paper

after the event,” Clarke said. “One
student who has excelled in class was
still unsure this was the correct path for
her. After working this event, she wrote
that this was 100 percent where she
needed to be.”

San Jacinto College’s internationally
accredited program is the only one in
Texas to offer the Certified Ophthalmic
Technician (COT) certification. It has
no prerequisite courses or enrollment
waiting list and offers three degree/
certificate pathways:

• Optician Preparatory
Occupational Certificate

• Certificate of technology
• Associate of Applied Science

For more information, visit
sanjac.edu/program/eye-care-technology.
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By Andrea Vasquez
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

San Jacinto College is gearing up for
a new summer camp season, and one of
the most anticipated camps for summer
2020 is the Pathway to the Stars camp.

As one of two community colleges
nationwide to receive a NASA Minority
University Research and Education
Project (MUREP) Aerospace Academy
(MAA) grant, the College continues its
efforts to provide science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM)
educational opportunities for K-12
students to build interest, skills,
and the knowledge necessary to pursue
STEM careers.

The Pathway to the Stars summer
camp will feature hands-on STEM
activities that focus on space exploration

and NASA’s journey to Mars. Some
activity topics include human health
in space, hydroponics, radiation
effects on space suits, space weather,

energy resources, and navigation and
communication technology. Campers
will also enjoy NASA and STEM
guest speakers.

Another unique feature to camp will
be personality assessments and learning
about individual strengths within team
building. Dr. Janis Fowler, director of the
San Jacinto College Aerospace Academy,
says that the summer camp environment
is a great setting for students to learn
the fundamentals of what it takes to
create great teams that accomplish
big goals.

“We want these young students to
explore, create, and not be afraid to try
new things,” said Dr. Fowler. “They’ll
be able to help each other and see their
own strengths and abilities emerge
with the various camp activities. We
want them to build on these tangible

experiences as they progress in their
educational journeys and truly value
how critical team building is.”

Summer camp continued on page 7
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Summer CAmp putS StudentS
on tHeIr pAtHwAy to tHe StArS

2020 San Jacinto College
Summer Camps

• KidSpot Musical Theatre Summer Camp
for Youth, Central Campus
Ages 5-18 | June 1-5 and June 8-12

• Maritime Venture Camp, Maritime Campus
Ages 14-17 | June 8-11

• Girls Softball Camp, South Campus
Ages 5-13 | July 10

All camp dates are subject to change.
Visit sanjac.edu/summer-camps
for more information.

HELP US TRAIN THE
NEXT GENERATION

CAREERS.SANJAC.EDU

LEAVE A LEGACY...

TEACH

281-998-6150 An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V

GENERATION PARK CAMPUS
OPENING FALL 2020

Due to the evolving situation surrounding the Coronavirus COVID-19,
all San Jacinto College events and summer camps are subject to change.
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By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

The San Jacinto College Department
of Theatre and Film recently presented
a production of D.W. Gregory’s Radium
Girls. The play is a modern drama based
on the true story of the women who
worked for the U.S. Radium Corporation
in the early 1900s.

The play highlights the way men
and women in power at the company
marginalized young, naïve workers by
making them believe the self-luminous
radioactive paint they were working
with was harmless, subsequently
leading to the illness and death of
countless workers.

“The story is timeless and still goes on
today in different forms,” said Richard
Turner, professor of theatre and film.
“Whether it’s a poisoned water supply, a

cover-up about the impact of concussions
in the NFL, or big tobacco, for decades
organizations have covered up their
knowledge of harm being done.”

Sophomore Jacque Lilley, who
portrayed Dr. Drinker, one of the doctors
who discovered the radium poisoning
among the U.S. Radium Corporation’s
employees, found her experience with
the play to be an awakening of the things
happening right here in Houston.

“The story is fascinating and
heartbreaking at the same time,” Lilley
said. “I think this is a story that needs

to continue to be retold. With everything
that happened this year with plant
explosions and fires, we don’t know what
the impact could be on our health in the
years to come.”

Portraying the main character, Grace
Fryer, was sophomore Karen Ascencio.
Fryer was only 18 when she took on the
role as a “radium girl,” painting clocks
and watches with the glow-in-the-dark
paint. Eventually,
the radium exposure caused her spine
to disintegrate, forcing her to wear a
steel brace. It was Fryer who led the
fight to sue the U.S. Radium Corporation
for its negligence.

“It’s so unfortunate that this story isn’t
more widely known,” Ascencio said.
“I want people to see our performance
and understand the significance of what
happened to these women and what is
happening today.”

While the tone of this production
was somber, the San Jacinto College
Department of Theatre has also recently
performed more light-hearted efforts like
Shrek, The Perils of Truly Sweet, and its
annual Santa’s Christmas Magic.

“We chose Radium Girls as a
production to highlight the phenomenal
female talent within the theatre program
at the Central Campus,” said Dr. Jerry
Ivins, professor of theatre and film.
“The tone of the play is dark, but

we have some really exceptional dramatic
actresses, and with this play being
female heavy, we were able to showcase
them really well.”

While the department has closed
out its 2019-2020 season,
you can look for information about
its next performances at
www.sanjac.edu/theatre-central.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

A Timeless TAle: sAn JAcinTo college
cenTrAl TheATre presenTs Radium GiRls
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KidSpot Camp schedule
The San Jacinto College Department of
Theatre announces the 13th annual KidSpot
Camp, a one-week summer musical theater
camp for children ages 5 to 18. Through
active involvement, participants will develop
acting skills while participating in workshops.
These workshops may include movement,
voice, theatre games, improvisations, stage
acting, film acting, character development,
and production. Daily rehearsals will
culminate in a stage production at the end
of the week.

Session 1
$150
June 1-5
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
(Extended hours available for a small fee.)
Performance at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, June 5.

Session 2
$150
June 8-12
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. (Extended hours available
for a small fee.)
Performance at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, June 12.
Each day includes three workshops and
one rehearsal. Theatre faculty, staff, and
our best College theatre students conduct
workshops. The camp will culminate in a
performance of the musical Dreamwork’s
Madagascar: A Musical Adventure.

Dates subject to change. To learn more, visit
www.sanjac.edu/summer-camps.

Photo courtesy of San Jacinto College
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 The newly elected Central Campus
student government officers took this
snap to celebrate their leadership roles.


Students from the Central Campus Phi
Beta Lambda organization attended the
Emerging Leaders Conference to learn
how to increase their campus impact.

 Shawn Silman, dean of liberal arts,
shared a stack of freshly signed
dean’s list letters on Twitter.

 North Campus geology students took a
stellar tour of the NASA Saturn V at Rocket
Park during a class trip.

 Coach Jason Krug captured this
selfie between baseball games.

 North Campus organized a Melanin in
Medicine event with medical professionals
of color aimed at health science students.

 Central Campus celebrated
Anthropology Day with Aztec hot
chocolate and a projectile point dig.

 Instagram user @outlaw.honda
shared this shot of the Central
Campus Transportation Center.

THIS MONTH IN SOCIAL MEDIA

An Equal Opportunity Institution
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Note: All of the events depicted above took place prior to the
emerging coronavirus, COVID-19, and the College’s move to
online classes in response.
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By Colton Bennett
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

San Jacinto College vice chancellor for
strategic initiatives Dr. Allatia Harris was
named the 2019 Dr. Ed Lehr Chairman’s
Award recipient at the North Channel Area
Chamber of Commerce annual gala on
Jan. 23. The award recognizes individuals
and businesses that have contributed
to helping the community prosper and
continue to advance the chamber’s goals.
The annual award is presented in honor

of Dr. Ed Lehr, the first president of the
College’s North Campus, who helped
establish the North Channel Area Chamber

of Commerce. Dr. Lehr was an influential
leader in the North Channel community
and an early member of the area’s
North Shore Rotary Club that established
many of the community’s parks and
public services.

Dr. Harris has been a member of the
chamber for most of her 12 years at San
Jacinto College. She was recognized this
year for her efforts in launching a new
round of strategic planning to capitalize
on the area’s growth and to meet the
community’s service needs.
“It’s a powerful, very diverse community

of people who care deeply for each other,”
Dr. Harris said, “and it’s a community of

which I am proud to be a part.”
One of her points of pride regarding

the North Channel Area Chamber of
Commerce is the chamber foundation’s
William C. Palko $5,000 scholarship that
is awarded to a San Jacinto College student
each year. Last year, the chamber had
two strong finalists for the scholarship
and ultimately awarded a second $2,000
scholarship to the runner-up. This was
personally funded by members of the
chamber foundation.
“I’m proud to work with a group

of people who care so much about
the residents of [the North Channel]
community," Dr. Harris said.

sTaff sPOTlIgHT

dr. AllAtiA HArriS Honored At nortH
CHAnnel AreA CHAMber’S AnnuAl gAlA

Photo by Colton Bennett, San Jacinto College

Maritime continued from page 2
Not only do the Houston Pilots

conduct their research at the Center, but
the Port of Houston, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, as well as companies like
the Maritime Pilots Institute and
Waterway Simulation Technology Inc.
have used the facility.

“The facilities at San Jac are great,”
said Larry Daggett, vice president of

Waterway Simulation Technology Inc.
“It is important to have three simulators
so that we can run two tug simulators
interacting with large ship simulators.
We can adjust situations as needed, and
it has been a great help to our research.”

Daggett, former chief of navigation
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
and George Burkley, executive director
of the Maritime Pilots Institute, have

worked together on the Port of Houston’s
expansion projects, running feasibility
studies on widening and deepening the
Port to allow two-way traffic.

“San Jacinto College simulation has
been central to research and operational
success of emerging energy-export
projects such as Louisiana’s Cameron
LNG export facility, Texas’ Freeport
LNG export facility, and utilization of

VLCC crude carriers for oil export out
of Texas City and Corpus Christi,” said
Burkley. “These simulation tools enable
advanced team training of ship pilots
and tug operators in projects that propel
America’s capacity to export energy.”

With maritime research continuing in
the Houston region, San Jacinto College
expects to continue welcoming
researchers to the Center.

Summer camp continued from page 4
Fowler added that providing

opportunities for young students to
have fun while learning how to apply the
skills and knowledge they’re interested
in not only reinforces the interest but
also enhances curiosity about STEM
careers and what is available to them
here in the Houston area.

“As we continue to develop workforce
programs with NASA and the private
sector at the College’s EDGE Center at
the Houston Spaceport, we are getting a
first-hand look at the skills and talents
needed to work within the aerospace
industry,” said Fowler. “Jobs in
aerospace defense and space tourism are

on the horizon, and with commercial
companies like SpaceX and Virgin
Galactic, the industry is expanding,
and a lot is happening in our backyard.
We are witnessing a space industry
expansion right in front of us with

endless opportunities for international
collaboration, technology development,
and new frontiers to explore.”

The San Jacinto College Pathway to
the Stars day camps will be offered: June
8-12, June 15-19, June 22-26, July 6-10,
July 13-17, and July 20-24. Camp times
are Mondays-Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m., and Fridays, 8 a.m.-12 p.m., at
the College’s Central, North, and South
Campuses. The camps are available to
students in grades 5-8. Registration is
free, with limited spots available.
For more information on camp dates
and registration, call 281-459-5470,
email aerospace@sjcd.edu, or visit
sanjac.edu/pathway-to-the-stars-camp.
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Surrounded by monuments of history,
industries and maritime enterprises of today,
and the space age of tomorrow, San Jacinto
College has served the citizens of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961. The College is
fiscally sound, holding bond ratings of AA
and Aa2 by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s.
San Jacinto College is a 2019 Aspen Prize
for Community College Excellence Top 10
institution, a 2017 Aspen Prize Rising Star
Award recipient, and an Achieving the Dream
Leader College of Distinction. The College
serves approximately 45,000 credit and
non-credit students annually and offers eight
areas of study that put students on a path to
transfer to four-year institutions or enter the
workforce. San Jacinto College’s impact on
the region totals $1.3 billion in added income,
which supports 13,044 jobs.

COmmuNITY
ImPaCT

Vision — San Jacinto College will advance the
social and economic mobility of all members
of our community. We will be known for
our excellence in teaching and learning, our
intentional student-centered support, and our
commitment to every student. We will be the
preferred workforce and economic development
partner in the region and a champion for
lifelong learning. San Jacinto College will inspire
students to explore opportunities, define their
educational and career paths, and achieve their
goals and dreams.

Mission — San Jacinto College is focused on
student success, academic progress, university
transfer, and employment. We are committed to
opportunities that enrich the quality of life in
the communities we serve.

VIsION &
mIssION

An Equal Opportunity Institution

suPPOrT sTuDeNT
suCCess

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation
transforms lives, enriches our community, and
provides tomorrow’s community leaders. For
more than 20 years, the foundation has helped
thousands of students reach their goals. Our
former students and graduates have filled vital
roles in hospitals, classrooms, executive offices,
manufacturing plants, and laboratories across
our region and beyond. They have also won the
World Series and NBA championships, starred
in major motion pictures, and created major
theatrical productions. Help our students today
with the gift of education. Contact the San
Jacinto College Foundation at 281-998-6104 or
visit sanjac.edu/foundation.

YOur gOals. YOur COllege.

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049

CENTRAL CAMPUS
8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571

ONLINE
sanjac.edu
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