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Take 8-week classes
after spring break!

If you weren’t quite ready to tackle
your educational goals at the start of
2021, no worries! Relax and recharge
and then hit the ground running with
San Jacinto College’s eight-week classes,
which begin Monday, March 22, after
spring break. Whether you’re looking to
further your career, enhance your skills,
or just try a new hobby, San Jac has you
covered. Registration is open now for
these 8B spring classes.

Students have multiple options for
course delivery with “San Jac My Way,”
which offers five different ways to
learn, both in person and online: Online
Anytime, Online on a Schedule,
Face-to-Face, Hands-On Hybrid, and
Flex Campus.
• ONLINE Anytime allows students

to take classes online, at any time.
This is the most flexible of the four
options, allowing students to work on
coursework whenever their schedule
allows, without having to come
to campus.

• The ONLINE on a Schedule option
also delivers coursework online, but
the lectures and virtual instruction will
occur at specific times on certain days,
just as a typical face-to-face course
would occur.

• FACE-to-FACE classes will take place
in person on campus, with reduced class
sizes and social-distancing measures.

• Hands-On HYBRID is for the
technical and applied skill courses.
Most class instruction will be delivered
online. Students will come to campus
in small groups to complete hands-on
learning and practical testing.

• The FLEX Campus option allows
students to spend some time in the
classroom with an instructor, in
addition to online learning. Small
groups of students in each class will
have the option to attend in person,
following all CDC and College health
and safety protocols, while the
remaining students will access the
same coursework online. The small
groups will rotate so all students
in a class have multiple chances to
attend in person, although it’s never a
requirement to attend in person.
Student services will remain available

to all students enrolled this spring,
regardless of which course types they
select. Services include online tutoring
and advising, on-campus document
drop-off, and virtual appointments
for things such as admissions, career
services, dual credit, financial aid,
testing, veterans services, and more.

Visit sanjac.edu/my-way to learn
more and to register.

Chancellor’s 2020
Annual Report
now available

We all know 2020 was a challenging
year, but the San Jacinto College
community came together like never
before, and we’re excited to share more
about this monumental year with you.

The Chancellor’s 2020 Annual Report
is now available at sanjac.edu/report-
community, where you can view
interactive content online or download
the PDF version of the report.

Inside, you’ll find stories highlighting
the resilience of our students and
staff, along with spotlights on our new
campus and some of our new programs
that launched this year despite the
challenging environment. You’ll also
find some staggering statistics about the
College’s COVID-19 response, quick facts
about our student demographics, and
recaps on the year’s financials, social
media, and more.

Visit sanjac.edu/report-community
to look back on 2020 at San Jac.

San Jacinto College
speech and debate
takes 3rd in national
competition

The San Jacinto College speech and
debate team competed virtually in a
national debate tournament hosted
by Hofstra University and Nassau
Community College in New York
last December.

The competition welcomed 24
teams from community colleges and
universities from all over the United
States, including Cornell University,
Ithaca College, University of Nebraska,
and Liberty University.

“To say this was a tough tournament
is an understatement,” said Floyd
McConnell, San Jacinto College speech

professor and director of forensics. “Our
team did very well overall.”

Debate team member Samantha Nava
made it to the final round in the debate,
receiving second place overall.

As a team, San Jacinto College received
third place in debate sweepstakes and
third place in community colleges.

“It has taken the team some time to
adjust to the virtual tournament format,”
said McConnell. “I am extremely pleased
and proud of our team and the hard work
they have put into the competition.”
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By Courtney Morris
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Interested in a health care career? San
Jacinto College can help you get there.

The College will hold a free virtual
health care expo Feb. 23-25 via Zoom.
The three-day event will showcase
almost 20 San Jac health science
programs that can connect you to a
rewarding career in an essential field.

To attend, register by Friday, Feb. 19,
at www.sanjac.edu/hc-expo.

You’ve got options
Whether you’re a high school senior,

current college student, or someone
looking to switch careers, San Jac offers
a variety of health care training options
to fit your interests and skills.

“As the pandemic has illustrated,
health care is a field that is in high
demand... whether you prefer actual
patient contact or behind-the-scenes
work,” said Dr. Rhonda Bell, Central
Campus dean of health and
natural sciences.

The College offers these health
science programs:
• Advanced imaging modalities
• Cancer data management
• Diagnostic medical sonography

• Emergency medical services
(paramedic and EMT)

• Eye care technology
• Health information management
• Medical assisting/billing/coding
• Medical laboratory technology
• Mental health services
• Nursing (LVN, RN, and RN-to-BSN)
• Occupational therapy assistant
• Personal trainer
• Pharmacy technician
• Physical therapy assistant
• Radiography
• Respiratory care
• Surgical technology
Throughout the three-day expo,

each program will host a 45-minute to
hour-long live or pre-recorded session.
Learn about everything from program
length, prerequisites, application

deadlines, and admission requirements
to clinicals, career opportunities, and
salary potential.

Some sessions may also include
virtual tours of facilities and
perspectives from current students,
graduates, and health care employers.

Still undecided?
Unsure which health care field

to pursue?
Ask yourself a few questions: Do I

want to have direct patient contact? Do
I want to be a member of a larger team?
Do I want to work on computers or in
a lab setting?

Besides attending the health care
expo, you may:
• Attend health science program

information sessions held regularly
throughout the year. For updates,
check the webpages of the programs

you’re interested in.
• Talk to a San Jac educational planner

(educational.planning@sjcd.edu)
or reach out to individual program
directors for guidance.

To apply for any San Jac program,
start by filling out the online Texas
higher education application at
www.applytexas.org.

Knowledge is power
To learn more about the expo and the

College’s health science programs, visit
www.sanjac.edu/hc-expo. If you can’t
attend the expo, you can view recordings
of the sessions on this webpage after
the event.

HEALTH CARE EXPO WILL CONNECT
YOU TO ESSENTIAL CAREER
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A

CERTIFIED
EDUCATION AIDE?
ATTEND OUR FREE TRAINING!

If you qualify, our grant program covers the cost of
preparation courses and the ParaPro certification
exam, and provides child observation opportunities
to help build your skills.

MARCH 24-25, 2021
INTAKE AND ELIGIBILITY SCREENING
(may require both days for testing)

San Jacinto College Central Campus
8060 Spencer Hwy, Pasadena, TX 77505

For more information, call 281-542-2051 or email
adulteducation@sjcd.edu. Interested individuals
will receive additional event details closer to the
intake dates.

Program funding provided by Houston-Galveston Area Council
and Texas Workforce Commission.

An Equal Opportunity Institution
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By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

San Jacinto College student-athlete
Jordan Williams has been selected to sit
on the inaugural National Junior College
Athletic Association (NJCAA) Student-
Athlete Council (SAC).

The council provides student-athletes
with tools for involvement in the
association and aims to provide student-
athletes from all 24 NJCAA regions the
opportunity to engage and grow at the

national level while attending their
two-year institution.

“Jordan is a young man who is
very personable and outgoing,” said
Tom Arrington, San Jacinto College
head baseball coach. “I nominated
Jordan for this position because he
has demonstrated professionalism,
sportsmanship and determination,
while also displaying values of loyalty,
integrity and selfless devotion.”

Williams, originally from Odessa,
Fla., majors in computer science and is
enrolled in the honors program at San
Jacinto College.

Members of SAC represent a wide
range of community college sports,
including volleyball, bowling, softball,
golf, track and field, soccer, and
basketball. Williams, an outfielder for
the San Jacinto College Gators baseball
team, attended his first council meeting
in November 2020 via Zoom.

“At our first meeting it was made

clear that the NJCAA is interested in
an open line of communication with all
of the student-athletes,” Williams said.
“We discussed mental health issues and
any thoughts we had about the lives of
student-athletes.”

The first meeting discussed the overall
goals of the council, an overview of
the NJCAA governance structure, the
impact of SAC, the NJCAA Student-
Athlete Welfare and Safety Council’s
involvement, as well as what meetings
will look like moving forward.

Looking ahead, SAC will hold five
meetings this semester with several
presenters and guest speakers. Meeting
attendees will discuss current SAC
programs across NJCAA regions, go over
relevant standings in the association,
bring forward any concerns or
questions, and hear from leaders within
the association.

“I’m looking forward to learning more
about the council and attending more

meetings,” Williams said. “It’s definitely
an honor to represent our region and all
of the student-athletes.”

By Andrea Vasquez
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

With 2020 being one of the most
challenging years for students, the San
Jacinto College Foundation’s fundraising
efforts centered around student needs
and raised approximately $1.3 million
toward emergency funding and student
success for the year.

“We know that finances are often
the one barrier that keeps students
from pursuing their dream of a higher
education credential, and because of
your donations, our students are able
to stay on their path toward earning
their certificate or degree,” said Tom
Watson, San Jacinto College Foundation
board chair. “When you give to the
Foundation, you’re actually not only
giving to the students’ success, you’re
also giving to the community’s success.”

One of the highlights of the

Foundation’s 2020 efforts was the
success of its Gala with a Twist, which
raised $360,508. Due to the virtual
gala concept, 100 percent of proceeds
benefitted emergency student needs
for tuition, books, food, clothing,
transportation, child care, and more.
The campus food markets, coat closets,
and other on-campus student resources
also benefitted from the gala funds.

In addition to the funds raised by

the Gala with a Twist, the Foundation
also approved $200,000 in emergency
funding in March to assist students
with $250 scholarships during the
COVID-19 crisis. Nearly 1,200 students
received emergency aid.

Rounding out the year was the
Foundation’s Giving Tuesday campaign,
which raised $8,640. Widely known
as a global day of giving back, Giving
Tuesday originally began in 2012 as the
first Tuesday after Thanksgiving, with
the idea of encouraging people to do
good. Since then, it has grown into a
global movement that inspires millions
of people to give, collaborate, and
celebrate generosity. Proceeds from the
Foundation’s Giving Tuesday campaign
will benefit the Harris County Promise
program at San Jac. In partnership
with Pasadena ISD and Good Reason
Houston, the Harris County Promise
program at San Jac provides up to three

years of free tuition and additional
support to high school graduates from
Dobie High School, Sam Rayburn High
School, and South Houston High School
who take the Promise Pledge to become
Promise Scholars.

“The San Jacinto College Foundation
helps our students by shouldering some
of the financial burden that comes with
pursuing higher education,” said San
Jacinto College Chancellor Dr. Brenda
Hellyer. “Each year, our generous
donors change the course of so many
students’ lives. While the scholarships
and emergency funding they provide
mean less stress for our students,
the support also motivates them to
persevere. Thanks to you, our students
are achieving their educational and
career goals.”

For more information on giving to
the San Jacinto College Foundation,
visit sanjac.edu/foundation/giving.

FOUNDATION RAISES $1.3 MILLION FOR STUDENT NEEDS

WILLIAMS SELECTED AS REGION 24 REPRESENTATIVE
FOR NJCAA STUDENT-ATHLETE COUNCIL
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By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

The San Jacinto College Dance
Program hosts a concert each semester
to highlight the choreography
of students enrolled in its dance
performance class. This year, due to
COVID-19, the concert was moved
outdoors to feature its first drive-in
concert, 2Dimension.

“Patrons were able to drive up, stay
inside their cars, and play the sound
through their car speakers, just like
a regular drive-in movie,” said Jamie
Williams, dance program coordinator.
“This was a great opportunity to
get creative and showcase our
student choreographers.”

The original course, dance
performance, was transformed this year
to dance and technology. Students had
to direct, choreograph, and film their

assignments throughout the semester,
culminating in their final projects,
which were projected on screen for the
drive-in audience.

“The students essentially learned all
the skills they needed to create their
own dance films,” said Williams. “They
learned improvisation and choreography,
how to film movement, how to edit their
footage, create their own films, and cast
each other in their works.”

The concert featured works by five
student choreographers, including
Anna-Maria Gutierrez.

“I know the circumstances weren’t
ideal, but I’m so glad we were able to
learn the filming and editing skills this
semester,” said Gutierrez. “I will be able
to take that with me and produce my
own dance films in the future.”

Though the concert was free, to keep
the crowd size manageable and meet
with COVID-19 restrictions, patrons had
to pre-register and fill out San Jacinto
College’s pre-screening form before
entering the campus. At the event,
movie-goers were greeted by dance and
theatre students to check in and get
directions for parking to remain
socially distanced.

“Even though everyone was inside
their cars, we made sure to space
everyone out just in case someone

needed to step outside,” said Williams.
“COVID-19 has made this event and
the entire semester challenging, but
I’m glad we were able to make the
concert happen.”
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SAN JACINTO COLLEGE DANCE
HOSTS DRIVE-IN CONCERT
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Anna-Maria Gutierrez checks in a patron for the San Jacinto College Dance Program's drive-in
concert, 2Dimension.

SAN JAC HAPPENINGS
DATE EVENT TIME SITE
Feb. 8 FAFSA Days and Nights workshop 10 a.m.-12 p.m. & 2-4 p.m. Online; Email finaid@sjcd.edu for Zoom link

Feb. 9 CPD Texans Recovering Together: Self-Care 12-1 p.m. Online: Register at community.engagement@sjcd.edu

Feb. 10 CPD Career Info Session: Advanced Manufacturing 2-3 p.m. Online: Register at community.engagement@sjcd.edu

Feb. 11 College Community Day Inservice College closed All campuses and online classes

Feb. 15 FAFSA Days and Nights workshop 10 a.m.-12 p.m. & 2-4 p.m. Online; Email finaid@sjcd.edu for Zoom link

Feb. 16 CPD Conversational Spanish 12-1 p.m. Online: Register at community.engagement@sjcd.edu

Feb. 18 CPD Your Health Matters: Understand and Prevent Cancer 12-1 p.m. Online: Register at community.engagement@sjcd.edu

Feb. 19 Maritime Information Session 10 a.m. Online; Register at sanjac.edu/form/maritime-information-session-registration

Feb. 22 FAFSA Days and Nights workshop 10 a.m.-12 p.m. & 2-4 p.m. Online; Email finaid@sjcd.edu for Zoom link

Feb. 23-25 Health Science Expo Various Online; Register at sanjac.edu/hcexpo

All times and event schedules listed are subject to change. For more information, visit sanjac.edu.
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1 Graduate Alba shared this photo as she

celebrated her last San Jac class.

Graduate Sarah gave thanks for her new
degree with this Facebook post.

Student Nurse Association member Alexa
shared her holiday food drive donations for
local seniors.

INEOS manager Stacy attended an
award event on Central Campus honoring
workforce leaders.

Combination welding student Sharon
uploaded this selfie from her first semester
in the program.

Kirksey Architecture posted this
behind-the-scenes photo of the new
mass timber building.

Baseball dad Mike repped his son’s alma
maters with this branded cornhole set.

San Jacinto College Emergency Management
gave this shoutout to our on-campus
COVID heroes.

4
5

THIS MONTH IN SOCIAL MEDIA
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Rhys GRiffin: The liTTle idea ThaT could
By Courtney Morris
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

When Rhys Griffin was in
intermediate school, he had a dream.
Walking through Barnes & Noble, he
spied a book cover with a little green
train named Tucker plowing through
a blizzard.

When Griffin woke up, he grabbed
his idea journal.

“I wrote the idea down, drew the
character, and saved it so I could put it
to future use,” he said.

Fourteen years later, the San Jacinto
College alumnus has brought the little
engine to life in his children’s storybook
“Tucker and the Christmas Train.”

One-track mind
Trains have fascinated Griffin his

entire life. Long after his peers had
moved on to other interests, he still
enjoyed watching “Thomas
and Friends.”

“I wanted to learn more about trains,
see how they worked,” he said. “My
interest grew from there.”

Griffin also connects the fascination
to his being on the autism spectrum
and having attention deficit disorder.
Growing up, he struggled making friends
and daydreamed during classes.

“It was very hard for me to be social
as a kid,” he said. “My interest in
Thomas — it stuck with me longer than
it would have with most kids.”

Griffin faced his share of bullies in
school, so it’s no surprise he turned
to his idea journal. He often recorded
ideas, from movie and book plots to
video games. Even before college, he
dreamed of filmmaking and voice acting.

“One thing I loved as a kid was telling
stories,” he said. “I personally think
film is the best way to do that. Watching
a story on the big screen is an
amazing experience.”

Ticket to new destinations
As Griffin entered his teen years, his

interests moved beyond trains.
In 2012, he enrolled at San Jacinto

College for a general studies degree.
With his interests expanding to

“Transformers,” “Supernatural,” and
“Sons of Anarchy,” he found more to
discuss with new peers.

“People were a lot more mature,
laid-back, cool,” he said. “I was able to
talk to people about more things. It just
became an easier experience for me once
I reached college.”

Elective video courses strengthened
his dream of a filmmaking career. After
earning his associate degree at San Jac,
Griffin completed a bachelor’s degree
in communication.

Today he builds his portfolio through
contract work and voiceovers for
Spectrum Fusion Media, a team of adults
with autism who provide creative media
for corporations like Johnson & Johnson.

Locomotive comes to life
In 2019, Tucker reentered the picture.

Griffin decided to spin a tale for guests
at an upcoming Spectrum Fusion
Christmas party.

Remembering Tucker, he finally
penned the story about the little engine
pulling Christmas cargo through a
blizzard. At the party, he sat down with
a poster-sized sketch of the train and
shared the story for the first time.

“The people loved it so much that
they wanted it to become a book,”
he said.

Inspired, Griffin worked with
Spectrum Fusion founder Heidi Ham
and editors to revise the story for
children. He laughs that he had to scale
back on his train expertise.

“I had to make it more accessible —
not so much train fan knowledge,”
he said.

Ham connected him to New York
illustrator Liz Pritchard, who is also on
the autism spectrum. They emailed her a
rough drawing of Tucker for inspiration,
and within minutes, she had emailed
back a sketch that is now the book’s
cover image.

By November 2020, Griffin had all
Pritchard’s illustrations in hand and
sent the formatted pages to a
self-publishing company.

Danger on the rails
Although Tucker draws inspiration

from Thomas the Train, “The Polar
Express,” and “The Little Engine
That Could,” he could represent
Griffin himself.

Tucker dreams of hauling large
railway cars filled with holiday supplies
like yule logs and hot cocoa to the North
Pole. When the little steam engine gets
a chance to pull the cars through a
blizzard, he must overcome his fear
of crashing.

“Something that people on the autism
spectrum have is fear of failure,” Griffin
said. “In the book, another train crashes.
Tucker witnesses that and thinks, ‘Oh,
no! What’s going to happen to me if I go
through a blizzard?’”

Griffin relates this to his own fear of
fire. As a boy, he hurt his finger after
sticking it in a candle flame.

“Working with Spectrum Fusion, I
was able to learn how to handle fires,
how to light candles safely,” he said.

“I’m still working on my own fears.”

Full steam ahead
Published in December 2020,

“Tucker and the Christmas Train”
sold as a hardcover on the Spectrum
Fusion website.

“It feels like I accomplished
something really big,” Griffin said. “It’s
overwhelming but exciting — the fact
that something you made is being shared
around town and other places, too.”

He has also completed a second
children’s book, “The Hungry Lady and
the Bear,” coming out in early 2021.
But Griffin has bigger dreams: directing
films. Like “The Little Engine That
Could,” he steams ahead with the motto,
“I think I can.”

“Even if people criticize you, don’t let
that get you down,” he said. “Use that as
motivation. Prove the naysayers wrong
and listen to your supporters.”

Photo courtesy of Rhys Griffin

Rhys Griffin thanks illustrator Liz Pritchard and Spectrum Fusion for helping him share his craft
with the world.
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JOIN SAN JACINTO COLLEGE
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FIND YOUR NEXT CAREER AT
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Surrounded by monuments of history, evolving
industries, maritime enterprises of today,
and the space age of tomorrow, San Jacinto
College has served the citizens of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961. San Jacinto College
is among the top 10 community colleges in the
nation as designated by the Aspen Institute
for Community College Excellence and was
named an Achieving the Dream Leader College
of Distinction in 2020. The College serves
approximately 45,000 credit and non-credit
students annually and offers more than
200 degrees and certificates across eight major
areas of study that put students on a path to
transfer to four-year institutions or enter the
workforce. San Jacinto College’s impact on
the region totals $1.3 billion in added income,
which supports 13,044 jobs. The College is
fiscally sound, holding bond ratings of AA and
Aa2 by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s.

COMMUNITY
IMPACT

Vision — San Jacinto College will advance the
social and economic mobility of all members
of our community. We will be known for
our excellence in teaching and learning, our
intentional student-centered support, and our
commitment to every student. We will be the
preferred workforce and economic development
partner in the region and a champion for
lifelong learning. San Jacinto College will inspire
students to explore opportunities, define their
educational and career paths, and achieve their
goals and dreams.

Mission — San Jacinto College is focused on
student success, academic progress, university
transfer, and employment. We are committed to
opportunities that enrich the quality of life in
the communities we serve.

VISION & MISSION

An Equal Opportunity Institution

SUPPORT STUDENT
SUCCESS

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation
transforms lives, enriches our community, and
provides tomorrow’s community leaders. For
more than 20 years, the Foundation has helped
thousands of students reach their goals. Our
former students and graduates have filled vital
roles in hospitals, classrooms, executive offices,
manufacturing plants, and laboratories across
our region and beyond. They have also won the
World Series and NBA championships, starred
in major motion pictures, and created major
theatrical productions. Help our students today
with the gift of education. Contact the San
Jacinto College Foundation at 281-998-6104 or
visit sanjac.edu/foundation.

YOUR GOALS. YOUR COLLEGE.

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049

CENTRAL CAMPUS
8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571

GENERATION PARK CAMPUS
13455 Lockwood Rd., Houston, TX 77044

ONLINE
sanjac.edu
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