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San Jac Baseball hosts
Special Needs Day Game

The San Jacinto College baseball
team recently partnered with the North
Shore Little League Challenger Division
(NSLLCD) to celebrate their first Special
Needs Day event.

The day was celebrated by fans of the
NSLLCD and Gators alike with special
guests Roger Clemens, San Jac alum and
former MLB player, and Dr. Chris Parker,
president of the NJCAA.

“I have received many appreciative
compliments of the Special Needs Day
event and what it means for our campus
to connect with our community through
kids and baseball,” said Tom Arrington,
San Jacinto College baseball coach. “We
are very fortunate to be able to positively
impact the lives of the kids and families
around us and to instill a foundation of
community support in the young players
of San Jacinto College.”

The NSLLCD was established as a
separate division of Little League to
enable boys and girls with physical and
mental challenges, ages 4-18 or up to
age 22 if still enrolled in high school, to
enjoy the game of baseball along with the
millions of other children who participate
in this sport worldwide. More than
30,000 children participate in more than
900 Challenger Divisions worldwide.

Both the Gators and the opposing team,
the Galveston College Whitecaps, acted
as buddies during the game. The buddies
assist the Challenger players on the field

but, whenever possible, encourage the
players to bat and make plays themselves.

The day was inspired by Gators
assistant coach Kory Koehler’s son,
Keaton. Keaton was born with brain
deformities, and the Koehlers were told
their son would not live more than five
to 10 hours off oxygen as a newborn.
Keaton survived and has been diagnosed
with Desmosterolosis, a condition on the
cerebral palsy spectrum. The 8-year-old
was able to throw out the ceremonial first
pitch for the Challenger game.

The event left such an impact on some
of the San Jac baseball team that they
showed up at the Challenger’s final game
the next day to cheer the kids on again.

“So many of us were very moved by
the whole experience that our kids had
at San Jac,” said Tammy Takeda, board
member, NSLLCD. “Having them come
out again to support us for our final game
was really amazing.”

College takes step
toward Aerospace
Training Center

City council recently voted to approve
San Jacinto College’s annexation of
approximately 154 acres of land owned by
the City of Houston at Ellington Airport
in Harris County. Authorization to annex
the territory into San Jacinto College’s
taxing district allows the College to move
forward with investment plans for the
Houston Spaceport’s aerospace training
facility, the Edge Center.

A vibrant hub for the space industry,
Houston is a destination for industry
leaders seeking talent, and San Jacinto
College’s investment in the training center
will bolster the College’s ability to sustain
a pipeline for professional workforce
needs in the Space City.

“This has been years in the making.

This is an exciting project for the College
and more importantly for the region in
developing the Houston Spaceport,” said
Dr. Brenda Hellyer, San Jacinto College
Chancellor. “We’re eager to move forward
with developing the area’s top talent in
the aerospace sector, and we’re excited for
the opportunity for both our students and
the community.”

San Jac hosts dual
diploma ceremonies

Graduation came early for the students
participating in San Jacinto College’s early

college high school programs. Students
enrolled in the programs earned their
associate degrees while simultaneously
completing their high school diploma
requirements, getting a jumpstart on their
future plans. For some, walking across
the stage at San Jacinto College’s May 17
Commencement even came weeks before
their high school graduation ceremonies.

The programs’ graduating seniors
recently participated in the College’s
annual dual diploma ceremonies across
the campuses, celebrating their impressive
achievements. Students from Pasadena
Early College High School, Sheldon Early
College High School, Galena Park Career
and Technical Early College High School,
and Clear Horizons Early College High
School received medals to be worn with
their official San Jacinto College regalia at
the 2019 commencement.

Congratulations to all of the San Jacinto
College early college high school graduates!
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By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Artist Mario E. Figueroa, Jr., better
known as GONZO247, recently visited the
San Jacinto College North Campus to share
his story and inspire those who are walking
in his footsteps.

“As a kid when I would tell people I liked
art, they would show me things I couldn’t
relate to — bowls of fruit, landscapes, and
architecture,” Figueroa said. “I remember
seeing a mural in my neighborhood that
finally spoke to me.”

The mural, The Rebirth of Our
Nationality, inspired Figueroa with its scale
and vivid imagery. After discovering this
style of art, he also found hip-hop culture
and began zeroing in on graffiti art.

“I found out that what I was seeing in
the background of my favorite rap videos
was called graffiti,” he said. “What really
blew my mind was that it was being
produced by kids my age who looked
like me. Little kids from the ghetto were
creating these masterpieces that I loved in
the middle of the night.”

That broke down barriers for Figueroa,
who previously thought that art could be
produced only in traditional mediums by
adults.

“I thought to make art you had to be
educated and know about canvases and
different styles,” Figueroa said. “My dad
had some spray paint in the garage, and
I grabbed some plywood and just started
spraying. In that moment, I realized
the power to manifest an idea and leave
something of me behind.”

Figueroa was determined to become an
artist and started to consume information
as fast as he could, writing letters and
making phone calls to anyone who could
give him insight into this world he was
fascinated with.

“I would hustle all day just looking
up anything I could find about art in
encyclopedias, phone books, and whatever
was available to me,” he said. “I saved
some of the phone bills that got me into
trouble since I made calls to Germany
and Australia, but I was determined to

know more.”
Eventually, his journey for knowledge

led him to the San Jacinto College North
Campus, where he met Ken Luce, professor
of art.

“I remember Mario as being a very
talented artist with a quick wit,” Luce said.
“He has done so much for this community,
and I’m proud to have taught him. He truly
figured out how to work within a system
that wasn’t initially accepting of him, and
that’s a skill.”

In 1990, Figueroa painted his first public,
self-funded, and unsanctioned mural
to promote Texan pride, during the 16th

annual G7 Economic Summit. Shortly after,
he also established Houston’s Wall of Fame,
a legal wall to paint and the city’s first art
production of its kind. He’s participated
in more than 300 exhibitions and projects
while working with name-brand campaigns
that speak to urban communities, including
commissions for the J.W. Marriott Houston
permanent collection and several pieces for
the Saint Arnold Brewing Company.

Today, he is the owner and lead artist
for Aerosol Warfare, a gallery and studio
that supports, promotes, and exhibits
graffiti and street art nationally. Typical
projects for Aerosol Warfare include
art productions, event collaborations,

murals, video productions, and
“out-there” installations.

“We like to bring in national and
international talent and invite the local
community to see what these people are
doing,” he said. “I think that Aerosol
Warfare can boast that we’ve given a lot of
Houston street artists their first show. We
keep the doors open so that we can have
this venue and so that I can create my
art here.”

Figueroa left art students with words
of wisdom before touring the fine art
classrooms and giving one-on-one
feedback.

“I know so many people who go to a job
they hate every day because it affords them
the lifestyle they want,” Figueroa said.
“The problem is that their things start
owning them. I struggled for so long and
faced criticism about my choice to follow
my passion. I have no regrets; follow your
passion and happiness follows you.”

Mural artist GONZO247
visits saN JaciNtO cOlleGe
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SaN Jac HappeNiNgS

Date event time Site
June 3 Summer classes begin All campuses and online courses

June 3-7 Ink Slingers Writing Camp 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Central Campus, sanjac.edu/summer-camps

June 3-7 KidSpot Summer Musical Theatre Camp for Youth 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Central Campus, Buildings C12 and C13

June 10-14 Middle School Band Camp 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. North Campus, Building N1, Room N1.122

June 10-13 Maritime Venture Camp 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Maritime Technology and Technical Training Center

June 10-14 KidSpot Summer Musical Theatre Camp for Youth 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Central Campus, Buildings C12 and C13

June 14 San Jac Softball Camp 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. South Campus softball field

June 17 Summer Installment Payment Plan due 7 p.m. All campuses and sanjac.edu

June 24-27 Robot Ruckus Camp 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Central Campus, Building C18, Room C18.116

June 30 San Jacinto College Foundation scholarship application closes sjcd.academicworks.com

All times and event schedules listed are subject to change. For more information, visit sanjac.edu.
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San Jac celebrateS
claSS of 2019
By Courtney Morris
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

A sea of black caps and gowns
represented more than just hours
of study, focus, and passion, but the
beginning of the future for San Jacinto
College students this May.

The College held its spring 2019
commencement ceremony May 17
inside NRG Stadium, with nearly 1,100
graduates attending.

This spring the College awarded more
than 3,100 degrees and certificates
to approximately 2,400 students
who successfully completed their
academic programs.

Commencement speaker Judge Jo Ann
Delgado, Harris County Precinct 2, Place
1 Justice of the Peace, congratulated
students on persevering through
obstacles — from juggling jobs to caring
for families — to reach this moment.

A first-generation college graduate,
Delgado described her own rise from
humble roots to become the first

female Hispanic justice of the peace in
Harris County.

“It takes determination at the highest
level,” she said. “College is a short-term
commitment that helps you reach
long-term success.”

With degrees and certificates in
hand, San Jacinto College graduates
leave empowered to achieve their goals,
redefine their expectations, and explore
new opportunities.

Although some will transfer to four-
year institutions, others will immediately
enter the workforce, making a difference
in their communities and boosting the
local economy.

The College’s impact on the region
totals $1.3 billion in added income,
which supports 13,044 jobs.

Once again named among the nation’s
top 10 community colleges by The Aspen
Institute in 2019, San Jacinto College
serves approximately 45,000 credit and
non-credit students annually with more
than 200 degree and certificate options.

Photos courtesy of Courtney Morris, San Jacinto College
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StudentS Selected for international
phySicS internShipS at cern

By Andrea Vasquez
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

If you would have told Mitchell
Clark and Rodolfo Ayala the first day of
physics class with Dr. Laria Redjimi that
they would be interning at the European
Council for Nuclear Research, known
in French as Conseil Européen pour la
Recherche Nucléaire (CERN), in Geneva,
Switzerland, they would have laughed
in disbelief.

This summer, these San Jacinto
College students will get the experience
of a lifetime, working alongside
internationally renowned scientists,
faculty, and other students from all over
the world, assisting with groundbreaking
research on experimental and theoretical
particle physics.

So what is particle physics? It’s the
branch of physics that studies the
elementary constituents of matter and
radiation and the interactions between
them. It’s sometimes referred to as
“high-energy physics” because many
elementary particles do not occur under
normal circumstances in nature
but can be created and detected during
energetic collisions of other particles
in particle accelerators.

Plainly speaking, when these
extremely high-energetic collisions
occur, scientists get an inside look at
the quarks, the composite particles that
make up protons and neutrons. CERN
is home to the Compact Muon Solenoid
(CMS), a general-purpose detector
at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC),
the world’s largest and most powerful
particle accelerator.

“The first thing they will learn is
the true meaning of collaboration,
where they will interact with graduate
students, engineers, and physicists from
around the world, all gathered to share
their knowledge to achieve one single
goal,” said Redjimi, San Jacinto College
physics professor. “The most important
part of collaboration is communication.
Being on teams with members from

other countries and cultures will be so
beneficial for their future careers in any
industry they pursue. This is truly a
life-changing experience that will open
so many doors for them.”

In addition to teaching at San Jacinto
College, Redjimi is an experimental
particle physicist adjunct professor at
Rice University and a member of the
CERN CMS Collaboration Experiment.

Collaboration itself lies at the heart of
obtaining these incredible internships
for her students. In 2007, prior to
her faculty position at San Jacinto
College, Redjimi began contributing as a
research scientist with Rice University’s
particle physics group working on the
CMS. After arriving at the College and
still wanting to participate in Rice’s
particle physics group research to find
undergraduate research opportunities
for her students, Redjimi formed a
collaborative partnership with Dr. Paul
Padley, Rice University physics professor
and the U.S. CMS Operations Manager,
which provides opportunities for her

students to participate in the
highly competitive and coveted
CERN internships. Redjimi says she
selects students based on the required
criteria but also according to each
student’s strengths.

“CERN’s internship selection criteria
consist of demonstration of leadership,
critical thinking, open-mindedness, and
great communication skills,” Redjimi
said. “Many people think that faculty
select students based on grades alone,
but it’s so much more than that. I chose
students based on their contributions
in class and to their group research
projects. I also look for students who
have a genuine curiosity and an overall
great work ethic.”

Both Clark and Ayala will assist with
the CMS system upgrade, replacing
various electronic components to
improve the detector’s performance
and contributing to CMS hardware and
software such as connecting cables,
replacing and testing electronic boards,
writing code, etc., all of which

will allow for the discovery of new
physics opportunities.

Not only will her students work at
CERN this summer, but Redjimi will also
make a visit as well. Due to the College’s
interest in collaborating on the CMS
Experiment, she will give a presentation
to the board members for the CERN CMS
Experiment, advocating for San Jacinto
College’s institutional affiliation status.
If approved, Redjimi would be the first
community college professor invited to
serve as a board member at CERN.

“None of this would be possible
without the support of people who
believe in what you’re doing and the
opportunities you want to cultivate for
our students. Our campus Provost
Dr. Brenda Jones, Dean of Health
and Natural Sciences Dr. Alexander
Okwonna, Department Chair of Physical
Sciences Dr. Christopher Wild, and Dr.
Padley at Rice have been instrumental
in helping to secure this opportunity
with CERN. I am getting requests from
students who just want an opportunity
to observe classes and the research that
students are doing to prepare for these
internships. We really strive to provide
our students with the most unique,
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities
to enhance their educational and
professional careers in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) industries,” Redjimi said.

Courtesy of Andrea Vasquez, San Jacinto College

San Jacinto College students Mitchell Clark (left, back) and Rodolfo Ayala (left, center) will be
traveling to Geneva, Switzerland, this summer to participate in the European Council for Nuclear
Research (CERN) internship program. Also pictured: Dr. Laria Redjimi, San Jacinto College
physics professor (left, front); and students (back to front) Ahmad Al Abdallah, Anthony McIntyre,
and Huan Tran, contributing San Jacinto College undergraduate research students for Rice
University’s particle physics group.

Courtesy of Maximilien Brice, CERN

Physicists and engineers replace the heart
of the CMS Experiment — the pixel detector
— to improve CMS’ ability to make precise
measurements on aspects.
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The Central Campus Library
observes Star Wars Day.

THIS MONTH IN SOCIAL MEDIA













Students at the South Campus
Gallery at the opening of
the student art show.

Graduates of the physical
therapy program strike one
last pose with their class.

Students participate in
the International Student
Organization fashion show.

Students celebrate Earth Day
with a monkey photo opp.

Petrochem students are recognized
for their win at the NAPTA
Troubleshooting Competition.

The College Career Services
department celebrates Student
Employee Appreciation Week.

An Equal Opportunity Institution

sanjac.edu | 281-998-6150

1 2

3

4

5

6 7

gallery

library

career services



Sunday | June 2, 2019 | Opportunity News | Houston Chronicle Custom Advertising Section >>> 7sanjac.edu

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Undefeated national champs in process tech
By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

For three years running, San Jacinto College teams
have brought home the national title from the North
American Process Technology Alliance (NAPTA)
competition that tests knowledge in process technology.
San Jacinto College will host this competition in 2020.

Recent graduate Will Petty served as captain of
the winning team of troubleshooters during the
spring competition.

Q. How did you get involved with the team?
A. My professor, Ken Jackson, pulled me aside and

asked if I would like to join the team. I thought it would
be fun and nice for career progression. He said he was
making me the team captain. I was very honored. No one
on our team had participated in the competition before;
it was brand new to all of us. I hadn’t met anyone on my
team until the competition. San Jacinto College had
two teams make the championship, getting first and
fourth place.

Q. What did you enjoy about the competition?
A. My favorite part of the whole experience was how

well we worked together. Everyone was contributing,
talking everything out, high-fiving, and hugging after each
hour-long segment. You could really tell we were doing
well together. For me, the biggest part of winning the
competition was how well we performed as a team.

Q. How did participating benefit you?
A. I feel winning the competition will be amazing on a

resume and help me and other members of the team stand
above other job applicants with similar credentials. It also
validates all the time and effort you put into your
education and makes you much more confident that you
are industry ready.

Q. Why did you choose to study process technology?
A. I was in a career doing restaurant operations

management in Louisiana before moving to Houston
to be closer to family. Living in Kemah, I saw all the
refineries and plants, and I got interested. I bought a
process technology for beginners book, and it fascinated
me. I decided to switch careers at 46. I took some time
with that decision. You don’t have a lot of time to succeed
when you start something this late in your career, so if
you’re not going to jump in 100 percent, it could be a large
and expensive waste of time. In talking with friends and
industry people, I got recommendations for the best school,
and I chose San Jacinto College. I’m very excited to start
this new chapter in my life.

San Jacinto College took first place for the third year in a row
at the 2019 NAPTA Troubleshooting Skills Competition. Team
members are from left to right: William Petty, team captain; Edgar
Rosales; Antonio Saldana; Kenneth Jackson, faculty sponsor and
coach; and Matthew Hicks.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

AdviSor BUCEK HElpS ASpiring
BUSinESS ownErS Avoid miStAKES
By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

When Gary Bucek and his business
partner started a company in 1984, they
made every possible business mistake,
according to Bucek. That’s why he enjoys
coaching other entrepreneurs to avoid
some of those pitfalls. Bucek, the interim
director of the San Jacinto College Small
Business Development Center (SBDC),
recently earned the State Star award based
on exceptional performance for the Texas
Gulf Coast SBDC Network.

Q. How did you come to be advising
small business owners?

A. I met this stranger at a wedding

reception when we were pitching
horseshoes. He said he had a brilliant
idea, and I said I was a project manager
who could manage anything. We started a
manufacturing business in Pearland and
grew it to 300 employees. We sold the
business 16 years later. I was serving on
the Pearland Chamber of Commerce when
I learned about this opportunity to be a
business advisor. Eight years later,
I’m still here.

Q. How do you help people who want
to open a business?

A. As advisors, we counsel people on
the various aspects of starting a business,
such as setting up their legal entity,
creating business and financial plans,

writing a mission statement, researching
competitors, copyrights and patents,
feasibility studies, and loan applications.

Q. What types of people and
businesses ask for your help?

A. I have 140 clients representing a
variety of businesses: assisted living
centers, day cares, convenience stores,
plumbers, and chefs. My challenge is
their success. When they do start to
succeed, they call me right back for help
planning a business expansion or
franchise opportunity.

Q. What advice do you give aspiring
entrepreneurs?

A. As passionate as I am about business,

I’m equally passionate about supporting
clients. I never say no to anyone who wants
to start a business, but I tell them what
they need to know, not what they want to
hear. The three keys you must have are
good credit, some cash — your skin in game
— and knowledge and experience in the
field you’d like to go into because these are
essential to getting bank loans. Also, if you
don’t like chaos, you don’t need to be in
business for yourself.

Courtesy of Andrea Vasquez, San Jacinto College

Gary Bucek is the San Jacinto College Small
Business Development Center interim director.
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Surrounded by monuments of history,
industries and maritime enterprises of today,
and the space age of tomorrow, San Jacinto
College has served the citizens of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961. The College is
fiscally sound, holding bond ratings of AA
and Aa2 by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s.
San Jacinto College is a 2019 Aspen Prize
for Community College Excellence Top
10 institution, a 2017 Aspen Prize Rising
Star Award recipient, and an Achieving the
Dream Leader College. The College serves
approximately 45,000 credit and non-credit
students annually and offers eight areas of
study that put students on a path to transfer to
four-year institutions or enter the workforce.
San Jacinto College’s impact on the region
totals $1.3 billion in added income, which
supports 13,044 jobs.

COMMUNITY
IMPACT

Vision — San Jacinto College will be the leader
in educational excellence and in the achievement
of equity among diverse populations.
We will empower students to achieve their
goals, redefine their expectations, and encourage
their exploration of new opportunities. Our
passions are people, learning, innovation, and
continuous improvement.

Mission — Our mission is to ensure student
success, create seamless transitions, and enrich
the quality of life in the communities we serve.

VISION & MISSION

An Equal Opportunity Institution

SUPPORT STUDENT
SUCCESS

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation
transforms lives, enriches our community, and
provides tomorrow’s community leaders. For
more than 20 years, the Foundation has helped
thousands of students reach their goals. Our
former students and graduates have filled vital
roles in hospitals, classrooms, executive offices,
manufacturing plants, and laboratories across
our region and beyond. They have also won the
World Series, and NBA championships, starred
in major motion pictures, and created major
theatrical productions. Help our students today
with the gift of education. Contact the San
Jacinto College Foundation at 281-998-6104 or
sanjac.edu/foundation.

YOUR GOALS. YOUR COLLEGE.

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049

CENTRAL CAMPUS
8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571

ONLINE
sanjac.edu
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