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San Jacinto College
named Business
of the Year

The San Jacinto College North Campus
was recently named the 2019 Business
Organization of the Year by the North
Channel Area Chamber of Commerce.
Honored at the organization’s annual
gala, the award was accepted on behalf
of the College by San Jacinto North
Campus Provost Dr. William Raffetto and
Dr. Allatia Harris, Vice Chancellor of
Strategic Initiatives.

“This award symbolizes the
contribution San Jacinto College has
made to the community over many
years,” Raffetto said. “Our faculty and
staff have helped to shape and transform
thousands of lives of people in our
service area, and being recognized as the
Business Organization of the Year is a
testament to this effort.”

San Jacinto College’s North Campus is
home to more than 25,000 area students
each year, providing access to more than
a dozen different programs and areas of
study to the surrounding communities
and citizens of Galena Park,
Channelview, Sheldon, and Humble
Independent School Districts. The
North Campus will also soon be home
to a new, state-of-the-art Cosmetology
and Culinary Center, currently under
construction and set to open in
Spring 2020.

Maritime program
wins national
Bellwether Award

San Jacinto College’s Maritime
program was recently named the 2019
Bellwether Award recipient in Workforce
Development, awarded by the Community
College Futures Assembly to the most
innovative community college workforce
program in the nation.

“We are thrilled to win the prestigious

Bellwether Award,” said Dr. Allatia Harris,
San Jacinto College Vice Chancellor of
Strategic Initiatives. “San Jacinto College
is proud to be the educational provider for
mariners beginning their careers as well
as those coming ashore in Houston, and
having our program recognized nationally
is a testament to our commitment to
our mission.”

The Bellwether Awards are an integral
part of the Community College Futures
Assembly, focusing on cutting-edge,
trendsetting programs that other colleges
might find worthy of replicating. The
awards are widely regarded as the
nation’s most competitive and prestigious
recognition for community colleges, and
are presented annually to colleges with
outstanding and innovative programs or
practices in three categories: workforce
development; instructional programs and
services; and planning, governance,
and finance.

Selected from a competitive, nationally
reviewed field of hundreds of Bellwether
applications, San Jacinto College’s
Maritime program took the top honor in

workforce development, categorized as
public and/or private strategic alliances
and partnerships that promote community
and economic development by producing
workforce.

“All of San Jacinto College has played
an instrumental part in the success
of the Maritime program,” said John
Stauffer, Associate Vice Chancellor of
the Maritime Technology and Training
Center. “Our goal at San Jacinto College
Maritime is to provide a solution for a
shortage of mariners in the Gulf Coast
region. We are accomplishing this through
strong partnerships with our industry
partners and our community to provide

the skilled workforce needed to build a
stronger regional economy. Winning this
prestigious award was a total team effort.”

San Jacinto College’s 45,000-square-
foot Maritime Technology and Training
Center is home to more than 70 USCG-
approved courses and Texas’ first and
only associate degree in maritime
transportation program. Led by a uniquely
qualified staff of USCG-approved ship
captains, chief engineers, and former U.S.
military and Merchant Marine officers,
these dedicated mariners have more
than 225 years of industry experience
combined and are committed to shaping
the maritime leaders of tomorrow.
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By Andrea Vasquez
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Texas legislators welcomed students
from San Jacinto College on Jan. 30 in
Austin to discuss their concerns on the
eighth annual Texas Community College
Student Day.

Texas Community College Student
Day is held every two years when
the Texas legislature is in session.
Students from all 50 Texas community
colleges are invited to visit with
their representatives, get a hands-on
approach to the legislative process, and
tour the capitol complex.

One of the largest issues discussed
among many of the visiting students
and legislators was academic transfer.
Texas higher education institutions have
undertaken a number of initiatives to
ensure that students transferring from
community colleges and universities
should have as many credit hours
transfer as possible.

“It’s hard as a student when you’ve
worked hard and completed courses
only to have the transferring institution
tell you that they won’t count toward
your degree,” said San Jacinto College
student Mehak Khatani. “That means
you’ll have to take those same courses

again, which means more money for
courses that you didn’t plan on taking
and more time it will take to finish
your degree.”

Texas legislators are looking at
having more general education courses
seamlessly transfer at all public state
institutions, saving students money and
time toward completion. This would
assist in reaching the state’s 60x30TX
higher education plan whose goal is to
have 60 percent of Texans ages 25 – 34
have a degree or certificate by 2030.

“The largest increment of growth
toward completing the 60x30TX plan
will come from community colleges,”
said Sen. Kel Seliger (TX-District 31) at
the Community College Day
welcome rally.

While in Austin, San Jacinto College
students met with Rep. Mary Ann Perez
(TX-District 144) who also recognized
the group on the Texas House of
Representatives floor. They also met
with Rep. Ana Hernandez (TX-District
143); Rep. Armando Walle (TX-District
140); Sen. John Whitmire (TX-District
15); Patrick Philpot, policy analyst for
Sen. Larry Taylor (TX-District 11); and
Alejandra Cajero, higher education
policy staffer for Sen. Carol Alvarado
(TX-District 145).
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Baseball Legends
honored at event

San Jacinto College honored six former student-
athletes recently, at the College’s annual Baseball
Legends Ceremony. Receiving honorary plaques
and rounds of applause were former baseball
standouts Anthony Banda, Randy Brown, Donnie
Elliot, David Evans, Greg Runser, and D.J. Wilson.

“It’s wonderful to be able to bring these
guys back,” said San Jac Baseball Coach Tom
Arrington, addressing the room full of current
players and their families. “They’ve meant so

much to our program over the years and they’re
great examples of how this team can prepare
our young athletes for everything they’ll face in
future phases of their careers.”

Following the ceremony, the legends headed
over to Andy Pettitte Park, where they threw out
the ceremonial first pitch before the Gators’ game
against Odessa College.

“Continuing to be involved with the baseball
program at San Jac is so important,” said former
player and San Jac legend Brown. “There’s
something special about seeing the development
of these players firsthand, it’s great to be a part of
it and be able to give back.”

Student voiceS heard at community
college Student day in auStin

News from page 2
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By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

Elisandra Garcia is currently serving as
the president of the San Jacinto College
North Campus Student Government
Association. Garcia, who is studying
accounting, hopes to transfer to the
University of Houston to pursue a
bachelor’s degree after she graduates
in May.

Q. What led you to participate in
student government?

A. I never joined any clubs in high
school, but when I came to San Jacinto
College, I began looking for a club
or activity. I was drawn to student
government because it focuses on helping
and benefiting the students. Student
government representatives work as
liaisons between school administration

and the students. I served as vice
president for a year, and now
I’m president.

Q. What have you gotten out of
being involved in student government?

A. I was afraid of speaking in front of
others, but now I have to run meetings,
so I’ve improved my communication
skills and learned how to network. The
role has helped me meet a lot people and
encouraged me to get out of my comfort
zone. In January, I went with several other
San Jacinto College student government
representatives to Austin as part of the
Community College Day at the capitol. We
got to meet with our representatives and
have lunch with our Chancellor.

Q. Is it difficult to be a student with
a job and still be involved in a club?

A. It’s not easy, but if you learn to

manage your time and have a planner or
calendar, you can balance everything.
It’s important to communicate with
your professors and others. The faculty
and staff here at San Jacinto College are
supportive of what you’re trying to do.

Q. What advice do you have for
fellow students?

A. I know from personal experience
that sometimes you don’t choose to
do activities because you’re worried
it will take a lot time or you feel lazy
and just don’t want to do anything
extra. But I’ve learned that the extra is
worth it. By putting more time into this
organization, I get to meet new people,
and I’m also getting more opportunities
for scholarships. I believe being in any
organization helps you move up the ladder.
If you put in the extra effort, people know
who you are and what you care about.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

North Campus stuDENt prEsiDENt
sEEs rEturN oN Extra Effort
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Elisandra Garcia is president of the San Jacinto
College North Campus Student Government
Association.

SaN Jac HaPPENINGS
Date event time Site
March 3-31 Foundation scholarship applications open for fall 2019 sjcd.academicworks.com

March 3-31 Registration for classes beginning May 13, 2019 or June 3, 2019 All campuses and sanjac.edu

March 8 San Jac Baseball vs. Laredo College 6:30 p.m. John Ray Harrison Field, Andy Pettitte Park; North Campus

March 9 San Jac Baseball vs. Laredo College noon John Ray Harrison Field; Andy Pettitte Park; North Campus

March 11-17 Spring Break All campuses and sanjac.edu

March 12 San Jac Baseball vs. South Suburban College 3 p.m. John Ray Harrison Field, Andy Pettitte Park; North Campus

March 14 San Jac Baseball vs. Galveston College 6:30 p.m. John Ray Harrison Field, Andy Pettitte Park; North Campus

March 15 San Jac Softball vs. Coastal Blend College 2 p.m. South Campus softball field

March 16 San Jac Softball vs. Laredo College 2 p.m. South Campus softball field

March 21 San Jac Baseball vs. Blinn College 6 p.m. John Ray Harrison Field, Andy Pettitte Park; North Campus

March 28 San Jac Baseball vs. Alvin Community College 4 p.m. John Ray Harrison Field, Andy Pettitte Park; North Campus

All times and event schedules listed are subject to change. For more information, visit sanjac.edu.
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By Andrea Vasquez
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

San Jacinto College students enjoyed a
first-hand look into critical thinking and
creative processes at the annual Lyceum
Committee event on Feb. 11 at the San
Jacinto College South Campus.

Game Changers and Box Breakers:
Critical Thinking in Our World gave
students a chance to hear from
Kam Franklin, lead singer for the
internationally acclaimed Gulf Coast
soul band, The Suffers, and Kris
Pierce, director of promotional video
at Dallas-based anime distribution
company, Funimation Entertainment.
Both Franklin and Pierce described
their creative processes along with
demonstrations on how their art
ultimately comes to fruition.

“I like to start with whatever is in
my heart that day,” said Franklin.
“Whatever is making my heart smile,
whatever is making me frustrated,
whatever is causing me to lose sleep
-- that’s where I begin. For example,
today it’s Houston traffic.” As the crowd
laughed, Franklin along with longtime
friend and local Houston musician Sugar
Joiko (Joi Keeling) on the keyboard,
started out with a simple rhythm.
Franklin began asking the audience
questions to the beat which quickly
turned into harmonized answers, which
were then lyrics.

Pierce discussed the animation
process behind one of Funimation’s
digital ads. He walked the audience
through phases of the process from
sketch concepts, storyboarding, and
even creating some of the featured
pieces by hand in the office’s studio.
Pierce’s presentation showed that some
fields have more than one avenue to
become successful.

“I think it’s important for students
to really explore as many facets of their
chosen career field as possible,” he said.
“In graphic design alone there are so

many more aspects to this field that
many people don’t realize. Be curious,
ask questions, and dig deeper. Chances
are that you’ll find something you
love to do that you never knew was

out there.”
To round out the event, Franklin also

gave a special performance, and Pierce
screened one of Funimation’s newest
films, Your Name.

For more information about
Kam Franklin and The Suffers, visit
thesuffers.com. For more information
about Kris Pierce, visit
krispiercedesign.com.

College HoStS tHe SufferS’
KAM frAnKlin for SpeCiAl event

Game Changers and Box Breakers: Critical Thinking in Our World gave students a chance to hear from Kam Franklin, lead singer for the
internationally acclaimed Gulf Coast soul band, The Suffers, and Kris Pierce, director of promotional video at Dallas-based anime distribution
company, Funimation Entertainment.
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South Campus nursing school students
taking a break between classes.

North Campus hosted
a lunar eclipse viewing.

Students celebrated spring
Welcome Week with a new hashtag.

A South Campus study group
prepares for an upcoming exam.

The San Jacinto College Police Department
celebrates National Law Enforcement Day.

Dr. Hellyer appeared on KPRC’s
Houston Newsmakers segment.

Student representatives from each
campus participated in College
Community Day in Austin.

The Suffers’ frontwoman
Kam Franklin takes the stage at the
South Campus Lyceum Committee event.

Children in the Central Campus Lab School
line up before the Baby Day parade.
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Student representatives from each
campus participated in Community
College Day in Austin.



By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

Ken Jackson planned to be a teacher,
earning a bachelor’s degree in education.
However, he got the opportunity to start
in process technology, so he walked away
from an education career. Eventually,
Jackson became a trainer for his company
and later worked as a training consultant.
He was able to combine his initial love
of teaching with the skills he learned on
the job, a blend he has shared with San
Jacinto College for 20 years as a professor
of process technology.

Q. How has process technology
education evolved at San
Jacinto College?

A. I’ve seen our program evolve from
a certificate program of 96 contact
hours into Level 1 and 2 certificates and
then into an associate degree program.
Our program enrollment has steadily
increased, especially in the last five
years. When I started in the field in the
1970s, you learned on the job through a
government apprenticeship program. As
a result, training wasn’t consistent from

person to person, company to company.
With the degree program we have now,
instruction is consistent, and students
learn material much faster than I did as
an apprentice.

Q. How will the new Center
for Petrochemical, Energy and
Technology impact the program?

A. The CPET will allow students
to learn on the latest technology and
training aides. I think students retain the
material better when they get hands-on
opportunities. It will have a simulation
of a glycol unit, allowing us to simulate
some of the issues and problems that
can happen. It will also have cutaways
so students can see inside the machinery
and several different labs. All of the
instructors are very excited about it.

Q. Will your student team bring
home another NAPTA trophy
this year?

A. I hope so! The North American
Process Technology Alliance (NAPTA)
organizes an annual competition for
teams throughout the U.S. to test their
process technology knowledge. San

Jacinto College teams have won the
competition two years in a row. This
year’s competition is in Louisiana in
April. We are taking several teams to the
qualifying rounds this month and hope
to have two teams advance. San Jacinto
College will host this competition in
2020.

Q. What keeps you motivated
as a teacher?

A. For me, the big reward is seeing the
progress students make from when they
start graduating and getting a job. I follow
some of my students, and it’s satisfying to
see them two or three years out of school
in good jobs and living comfortably.
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Process tech Professor’s PersPective
on evolving education standards

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Spring is a time of warm weather,
sprouting flowers and a much-
needed break from studies for college
students everywhere. San Jacinto
College’s over 30,000 students are no
stranger to this time of year and have
plans of their own.

“I am going off the grid during
Spring Break. I don’t want anyone
to know where I am. I just want to
relax and enjoy my time.”

— Priscilla Palos, psychology major
“I am going to be bumpin’ oldies all

week. Nowhere to go, and no one to
bother me.” — Amanda Pennington,
film and theatre major

“I am going out of town to
Colombia for my aunt’s wedding.
I have never been to Colombia before,
and I am looking forward to the
scenery and the food.” — Cris Vera,
criminal justice major

Photo courtesy of San Jacinto College
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Spring BreAk plAnS
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Surrounded by monuments of history,
industries and maritime enterprises of today,
and the space age of tomorrow, San Jacinto
College has served the citizens of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961. The College is
fiscally sound, holding bond ratings of AA
and Aa2 by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s.
San Jacinto College is a 2019 Aspen Prize
for Community College Excellence Top
10 institution, a 2017 Aspen Prize Rising
Star Award recipient and an Achieving the
Dream Leader College. The College serves
approximately 45,000 credit and non-credit
students annually, and offers eight areas
of study that puts students on a path to
transfer to four-year institutions or enter the
workforce. San Jacinto College’s impact on
the region totals $1.3 billion in added income,
which supports 13,044 jobs.

COMMUNITY
IMPACT

Vision — San Jacinto College will be the leader
in educational excellence and in the achieve-
ment of equity among diverse populations. We
will empower students to achieve their goals,
redefine their expectations and encourage their
exploration of new opportunities. Our passions
are people, learning, innovation, and continuous
improvement.

Mission — Our mission is to ensure student
success, create seamless transitions and enrich
the quality of life in the communities we serve.

VISION & MISSION

An Equal Opportunity Institution

SUPPORT STUDENT
SUCCESS

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation
transforms lives, enriches our community and
provides tomorrow’s community leaders. For
more than 20 years, the Foundation has helped
thousands of students reach their goals. Our
former students and graduates have filled vital
roles in hospitals, classrooms, executive offices,
manufacturing plants, and laboratories across
our region and beyond. They have also won
the World Series, NBA championships, starred
in major motion pictures and created major
theatrical productions. Help our students today
with the gift of education. Contact the San
Jacinto College Foundation at 281-998-6104 or
sanjac.edu/foundation.

YOUR GOALS. YOUR COLLEGE.

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049

CENTRAL CAMPUS
8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571

ONLINE
sanjac.edu
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