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San Jacinto College named
one of Top 10 in nation

San Jacinto College has once again
been named one of the top 10 community
colleges in the nation by The Aspen
Institute, which designated the College as a
finalist for the prestigious Aspen Prize for
Community College Excellence.

Accepting the award in Washington
D.C., San Jacinto College Chancellor Dr.
Brenda Hellyer said, “This award reflects
the achievements and commitment of our
faculty, staff, and administration who are
focused on helping our diverse student

population pursue
and accomplish their
goals. As a College,
we hold ourselves to
the ultimate measure
of student success,
and being recognized
as one of the top 10
community colleges

in the nation is proof that our mission to
provide innovative, accessible education is
being accomplished.”

Launched in 2011, the $1 million Aspen
Prize is awarded every two years to a
community college achieving high marks
in student learning, certificate and degree
completion, employment and earnings
for graduates, and access and success for
minority and low-income students. From
the more than 1,100 community colleges
nationwide, San Jacinto College was first
selected among the top 150 last spring.
A selection committee then narrowed down
those institutions to the top 10, and today
named two Aspen Prize winners and three
Rising Star recipients. San Jacinto College
was also a Rising Star Award recipient
in 2017, placing the College among the
nation’s top 5 community colleges.

San Jac breaks ground
on new campus

San Jacinto College has officially broken
ground on its new Generation Park Campus,
expanding its accessibility to residents
of North Houston. The groundbreaking
ceremony took place on April 23, with the
College’s senior leadership in attendance to
celebrate the milestone event.

College Chancellor Dr. Brenda Hellyer
said, “We know that growth is occurring
more rapidly in that part of Houston, and
we are committed to responding to the
higher education needs of the residential
and business populations.”

Several of the fastest growing ZIP codes
in the Houston area are adjacent to the
new 55-acre Generation Park Campus, and
the population around Generation Park is
growing at approximately twice the rate of
the rest of the College district.

To better serve these residents, the
College is constructing a 50,000-square-foot
facility that will house general education
and academic classes, and will be designed
to fit the workforce needs of the businesses
in the area.

The Generation Park Campus is set to
open for classes in fall 2020.

Student places first at
Undergraduate
Research Symposium

Now in its second year at the San Jacinto
College South Campus, the Undergraduate
Research Symposium brought 33 students
and their faculty mentors together to share
their research at the event’s anticipated
poster session.

“Getting involved in research exposes
students to the rigorous work that helps
them fully understand a subject of interest,”
said Dr. Madhu Gyawali, San Jacinto College
South Campus physics professor, whose
student, Arjang Geramifard, won first
place in the poster session for his research
entitled, Long-term Nitrogen Dioxide Trends
over Large Cities in the Texas: Comparing
Satellite and Ground Observations. “The
process of collecting data, analyzing results,
putting everything together, and presenting
it at the symposium is what gives our
students an edge. You have to do things

exceptionally well to stand out from the
crowd and these types of opportunities put
our students ahead of the curve. Now their
resumes will reflect first-hand experience
in research work and an added bonus of
their research getting exposure to other
professionals and academic experts in their
field of interest.”

Beric Valves, Senior Vice President of
Technology, Rodney Roth served as the guest
speaker and a judge along with judges from
NASA, University of Texas Medical Branch,
University of Houston-Clear Lake, Lamar
University, Rice University, University of St.
Thomas, and Marathon Petroleum.

The Symposium offers students who
participate in undergraduate research the
experience of planning, designing, and
presenting their research in a poster format.
Students, faculty, and judges make their
way around the poster displays asking
questions about the research presented and
sometimes posing additional ideas to expand
the students’ current research.

“Communication is such a huge part
of research, so this opportunity gives our

students a chance to hone in and refine
their communication and presentation
skills,” said Dr. Christopher Wild, San
Jacinto College South Campus department
chair of physical sciences. “As these
students advance in their academic and
professional careers, written and verbal
communication will become a vital part of
their success; putting together presentations
and presenting their research in a polished,
professional manner will make them an
asset to any employer in any industry.”

For more information on STEM and
the College’s undergraduate research
opportunities, visit sanjac.edu/program/
science-technology-engineering-math-stem.
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By Torrie Hardcastle
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

San Jacinto College has once again
been named one of the top 10 community
colleges in the nation by The Aspen
Institute, which designated the College as a
finalist for the prestigious Aspen Prize for
Community College Excellence earlier
this month.

Accepting the award in Washington
D.C., San Jacinto College Chancellor Dr.
Brenda Hellyer said, “This award reflects
the achievements and commitment of our
faculty, staff, and administration who are
focused on helping our diverse student
population pursue and accomplish their
goals. As a College, we hold ourselves to
the ultimate measure of student success,
and being recognized as one of the top 10
community colleges in the nation is proof
that our mission to provide innovative,
accessible education is being accomplished.”

Launched in 2011, the $1 million Aspen
Prize is awarded every two years to a
community college achieving high marks

in student learning, certificate and degree
completion, employment and earnings
for graduates, and access and success for
minority and low-income students. From
the more than 1,100 community colleges
nationwide, San Jacinto College was first
selected among the top 150 last spring. A
selection committee then narrowed down
those institutions to the top 10, and today
named two Aspen Prize winners and three
Rising Star recipients. San Jacinto College
was also a Rising Star Award recipient in
2017, placing the College among the nation’s
top 5 community colleges.

“San Jacinto College offers strong
workforce programs that are directly aligned
to employer needs and job opportunities
in the region — especially in health care,
maritime, and petrochemical industries,”
said Joshua Wyner, executive director of
the Aspen Institute’s College Excellence
Program. “The College has also made
significant investments in guided pathways
reforms, ensuring that students receive
strong, consistent advising to help them stay
on track to completion.”

Across the country, community colleges
enroll nearly 40 percent of all U.S.
undergraduates, and recent research shows
the need for a college degree is now more
important than ever, with more than
99 percent of post-recession jobs requiring
a college education. Placing a renewed focus
on student success over the last 10 years,
San Jacinto College has increased the

number of certificates and associate degrees
awarded by 169 percent. Last academic year,
7,019 students earned a certificate or degree
from San Jacinto College. This increase is
due to a laser focus on student success and
the support students receive along their
paths from when they first arrive at San
Jacinto College through graduation. The
College concentrates its efforts on initiatives
that show results in student achievement
and progress.

“It is our mission to create an educational
culture that nurtures student success in
every way,” said Dr. Laurel Williamson,
deputy chancellor and San Jacinto College
president. “This approach begins with our
Board of Trustees, who cast the vision for
our College, and it filters through every
aspect of our students’ educational journey.
Our dedicated faculty and staff work
tirelessly to implement new techniques,
innovative methods, and accessible
resources in the classroom to ensure that
our students have the tools and support
needed to finish what they start here at
San Jacinto College.”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Photo courtesy of The Aspen Institute

San Jacinto College Chancellor
Dr. Brenda Hellyer (center) accepts The Aspen
Institute’s award in Washington D.C. on behalf
of the College.

CAnCer reSeArCH progrAM
SeleCtS tHree SAn JAC StudentS
By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

Yenifer Hernandez Garcia, Karina
Eguren Guajardo, and Bianka Torres all
have different career goals. Garcia dreams
of becoming a microbiologist. Guajardo
is striving for a career in pharmaceutical
research. Torres envisions herself in
medical school. All three will be taking
significant strides toward their goals by
spending the summer at the University
of Iowa Continuing Umbrella of Research
Experiences (CURE) program, made

possible by a grant that covers their
housing and meals and provides a stipend.

Each year, the CURE program selects
eight students from among four higher
education institutions for an eight-week
undergraduate research opportunity at the
University of Iowa Holden Comprehensive
Cancer Center. Chosen students work
side-by-side with scientists whose research
focuses on cancer biology and exploring
cures. This year, Garcia, Guajardo, and
Torres have earned spots for what San
Jacinto College Department Chair of
Physical Sciences and chemistry professor

Dr. Christopher Wild describes as a
“life-changing experience.”

Wild, the coordinator for the CURE
program at San Jacinto College, explained
that the University of Iowa sought out the
College as a participant in the program due
to strong performance in serving Hispanic
students. The goal of the grant, Wild said,
is to target and recruit underrepresented
minorities to cancer research and to
support students who wouldn’t otherwise
have the opportunity to conduct cancer
research at a world-class institution.

Photo courtesy of Andrea Vasquez,
San Jacinto College

Karina Eguren Guajardo (left) and Bianka Torres
(right). Not pictured: Yenifer Hernandez Garcia.News continued on page 7

San Jacinto college named one of
top 10 community collegeS in the nation
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By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

The San Jacinto College baseball team
honored veterans and current members
of the military with their ninth annual
Military Appreciation Game, April 1 against
Navarro College.

“This game is important for us as a
team because it is a way for our baseball
program to thank military members for
their patriotic service to our country,” said
Tom Arrington, head coach. “We started
this nine years ago and plan to continue for

years to come.”
This sentiment is not lost on the team

either, especially those with close ties
to veterans.

“It was my pleasure to participate in
the game to recognize all veterans, but
especially to honor my dad who served in
the Navy,” said Luke Little, Gators pitcher.
“It was even more personal to me, as I saw
him in the stands. I wanted to show him
how much I respect and honor him.”

During the pre-game ceremony, the
Crosby High School JROTC presented
the flags as the National Anthem was

performed by San Jac student Joanna
Thompson.

The ceremonial first pitch was thrown by
full-time San Jacinto College student and
Iraqi veteran, Staff Sergeant Irvin Fuller.

Fuller enlisted in the United States
Army in 1996 and during his time in the
military, he was assigned to several duty
stations including: Hawaii, Texas, and
Kansas; as well as serving three tours in
Iraq. Currently Fuller also works part-time
in the San Jacinto College North Campus
Veterans Affairs Office, continuing to help
his brothers and sisters in arms.

“This is a subject that is near and dear
to my heart,” said Fuller. “I love working
in the veterans’ center because I’m able to
relate to what they are going through. It
allows me to better understand their issues
and help them with any problems they
may have.”

The Veteran Centers at the Central,
North, and South campuses serve the men,
women and families of those who have
honorably served in the military and assist
them with reaching their educational goals
by utilizing their veteran education benefits
in an inclusive environment.

San Jacinto college BaSeBall
honorS military heroeS

Photos courtesy of Melissa Trevizo, San Jacinto College
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film feStival ShowcaSeS adJunct faculty art

SaN Jac HaPPENINGS

Date event time Site

May 6-31 Campus-based and foundation scholarship applications open for fall 2019 sjcd.academicworks.com

May 6-31 Registration for classes beginning May 13, 2019 or June 3, 2019 All campuses and sanjac.edu

May 11 College-wide Commencement 7 p.m. NRG Stadium

May 24 Registration open and payment due for classes beginning July 8, 2019 All campuses and sanjac.edu

May 27 Memorial Day holiday (No classes held) All campuses and sanjac.edu

All times and event schedules listed are subject to change. For more information, visit sanjac.edu.

By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

Two brothers take a road trip through
Texas, filling the miles by arguing about
the existence of morality. As the plot of
a short movie, filmmaker Fatima Hye
said her project, Animalium, allowed
her to explore her passions for both
philosophy and filmmaking. The Victoria
TX Independent Film Festival chose to
include Animalium among the selections
for the annual event in April. Hye, an
adjunct instructor for philosophy and
humanities at San Jacinto College and
Houston Community College, wrote and
directed the 48-minute film.

Q. What was it like seeing your
project in a film festival?

A. I didn’t know what to expect. I
was nervous, but almost 40 people
showed up, which made it one of the
more populated screenings. Seeing
the reaction of the audience was great.
Audiences will surprise you. The
Q&A session at the end of the viewing
was very useful. They asked a lot of
questions about the philosophy and
symbolism in the film.

Q. What’s next for you and film?
A. I’m hoping to get Animalium in a

few more places to show it around, then

determine the best places to release it.
I wrote another script and met some
people at the festival that are interested.
I’m always working at multiple levels,
not putting all my eggs in one basket.

Q. What advice do you have for
aspiring filmmakers?

A. Think about distribution. If you
want to make something, then where are
you going to put it and get it seen? Think
of it from that angle. You’re going to hear
a lot of no’s. I also had to learn a lot of
business skills that had nothing to do
with actual filmmaking.

Q. What do you like about teaching
at community colleges?

A. I like teaching; it’s very satisfying
and I get to teach what I love. I get to
engage my interests and earn a living.
And as a teacher, I have a more flexible
schedule to pursue my filmmaking.

Q. Any wisdom for students on
balancing multiple interests?

A. Being organized is very important.
I also recommend breaking things up
into smaller stuff, because you can be
overwhelmed. For example, when I
took a Flash class, I didn’t know where
to start with a project. So, I took the
end goal and worked backward in small
steps, so it was less intimidating.

Fatima Hye, San Jacinto College adjunct professor and film maker, presented her latest film
Animalium at the Victoria TX Independent Film Festival in April and spoke on several panels
including one about production horror stories. From left to right are Randy Polk, former
University of Houston professor and panel moderator; Hye; and fellow filmmakers Jay Alvarez,
Frazier Cakes, and Mylissa Fitzsimmons.
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South Campus student
Ethan Phelps strikes a pose.

THIS MONTH IN SOCIAL MEDIA













Bluebonnets are in full bloom
at Central Campus.

The start a beautiful morning
at North Campus.

Students attend a women-
led exhibit at the Central
Campus Art Gallery.

Students participate in the Spring
Fling fundraiser at Central Campus.

A behind-the-scenes shot during
an on-campus photoshoot.

Student veteran Irvin Fuller
snaps a photo at the Military
Appreciation Game.
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San Jacinto College is the only
community college of the four
participating institutions. The
program selects the best eight
applicants each year from
among the four institutions. San
Jacinto College has a successful
track record, with four students
selected in 2017, three students
chosen in 2018 and now three
students headed to Iowa in 2019.

Wild believes the program

can change a student’s academic
trajectory.

“They will be doing extremely
high-caliber research in the field
of cancer,” he said. “They will
have access to a diversity of labs
and hands-on experimentation.
Each of our students will work
with a graduate student mentor
and attend a seminar series about
cancer biology and research. At
the end, they will make poster
and oral presentations about their

research in front of experts in
the field.”

San Jacinto College faculty
support students through the
application process each year,
Wild added. To apply, students
have to demonstrate an interest in
research in a biomedical field and
level of academic success to be
competitive with students from
other member institutions.

The three San Jacinto College
students recently received their

mentors and the anticipated areas
of research they will delve into
this summer. Garcia’s mentor
is studying cancer that affects
the lining of the uterus. Torres’
mentor is studying embryo
development, and Guajardo’s
mentor is researching molecular
DNA repair.

Guajardo hopes to gain
networking contacts and increase
her résumé’s competitive edge
from the experience. In addition

to the research work, Torres
said she’s looking forward to
practicing independence as she’ll
be away from home for the first
time for so long. Garcia is grateful
that her hard work is paying off.

“I didn’t believe I would be able
to get into the program; I was
overwhelmed to be accepted,”
Garcia said. “I’m really proud to
say I accomplished this and the
effort I put into school and life
took me further than I expected.”

News continued From page 3

Libraries’ Texana
coLLecTions house
unique, hisToricaL gems
By Andrea Vasquez
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Calling all Texas history buffs — if you
want to browse a collection of pretty
much anything “Texas,” the San Jacinto
College libraries should be on your list.

The College’s Texana collections were
created in 1986 in honor of the state’s
sesquicentennial. Special collections
featuring Texas-related books were
authorized for the Central, North,
and South Campus libraries. Over the
years, the Central and North Texana
collections have downsized due to library
renovations, making the South Campus’
Texana collection the College’s most
extensive. Materials range from Texas
historical icons to 100-year-old
phone books from Galveston and
church cookbooks.

What remains of the Central Campus’
collection is now circulating among
its open stacks, meaning that those
materials can be checked out, something
unique to that collection.

“We chose to do this so that the
College community could have easier
access to the material and be able to
check the material out,” said Karen
Blankenship, San Jacinto College Central
Campus library director.

North Campus library director Lyn
Garner adds that her favorite thing about
the collection is seeing students stumble

upon it and get lost in curiosity.
“Our Texana room is designed as a

reading room, and we often come upon
students who just wandered in and found
something that piqued their interest.
That always makes me happy,” she said.

Some of the most rare and unique items
are housed in the South Campus’ Texana
collection. With more than 16,000
volumes, one of the rarest includes a
copy of Memoirs of Mary A. Maverick,
published in 1921, with handwritten
annotations by Rena Maverick Green,
Mary Maverick’s granddaughter, who
was also editor of her memoirs. Maverick
kept diaries of her experiences and
observations of life on the Texas frontier
and in mid-19th-century San Antonio.
Today, her memoirs are often cited in
studies of Texas pioneer life.

“My long-term goal for the collection
is to see it curated by a librarian with an
interest in Texana and some experience
handling rare or antiquarian books and
magazines,” said South Campus library
director Richard McKay.

Due to all of the state and institutional
historic materials in the collection,
McKay humorously added that some
supernatural spectres may still be
attached to some of the items. “I’m
trying to start a rumor that the room is
haunted. Most larger schools have ghost
legends about one of their buildings. Now
it’s our turn.”

Photo courtesy of Andrea Vasquez, San Jacinto College

A rare copy of Memoirs of Mary A. Maverick, with handwritten annotations by Rena Maverick
Green, Mary Maverick’s granddaughter.

Photo courtesy of Andrea Vasquez, San Jacinto College

A copy of the Baytown Sun covering the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

Photo courtesy of Andrea Vasquez, San Jacinto College

The San Jacinto College South Campus’ Texana collection (pictured) is the most extensive
collection among the campuses.
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Surrounded by monuments of history,
industries and maritime enterprises of today,
and the space age of tomorrow, San Jacinto
College has served the citizens of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961. The College is
fiscally sound, holding bond ratings of AA
and Aa2 by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s.
San Jacinto College is a 2019 Aspen Prize
for Community College Excellence Top
10 institution, a 2017 Aspen Prize Rising
Star Award recipient and an Achieving the
Dream Leader College. The College serves
approximately 45,000 credit and non-credit
students annually, and offers eight areas
of study that puts students on a path to
transfer to four-year institutions or enter the
workforce. San Jacinto College’s impact on
the region totals $1.3 billion in added income,
which supports 13,044 jobs.

cOMMUNITY
IMPacT

Vision — San Jacinto College will be the leader
in educational excellence and in the achievement
of equity among diverse populations.
We will empower students to achieve their
goals, redefine their expectations and encourage
their exploration of new opportunities. Our
passions are people, learning, innovation, and
continuous improvement.

Mission — Our mission is to ensure student
success, create seamless transitions and enrich
the quality of life in the communities we serve.

VISION & MISSION

An Equal Opportunity Institution

SUPPORT STUDENT
SUccESS

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation
transforms lives, enriches our community and
provides tomorrow’s community leaders. For
more than 20 years, the Foundation has helped
thousands of students reach their goals. Our
former students and graduates have filled vital
roles in hospitals, classrooms, executive offices,
manufacturing plants, and laboratories across
our region and beyond. They have also won
the World Series, NBA championships, starred
in major motion pictures and created major
theatrical productions. Help our students today
with the gift of education. Contact the San
Jacinto College Foundation at 281-998-6104 or
sanjac.edu/foundation.

YOUR GOaLS. YOUR cOLLEGE.

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049

CENTRAL CAMPUS
8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571

ONLINE
sanjac.edu
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