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are a virtual hit4 Students find success
via truck driving program



Still time to
register for fall
2020 classes

The fall 2020 semester kicked off
Aug. 24, but you can still sign up for
classes. The College’s “Take 2” classes
begin Sept. 8, and weekend classes
begin Sept. 11.

Students have multiple options for the
fall 2020 semester with “San Jac My Way,”
which offers four ways to learn, both in
person and online.
• Online Anytime allows students to take

classes online, at any time. This is the
most flexible of the four options, allowing
students to work on coursework whenever
their schedule allows, without having to
come to campus.

• The Online on a Schedule option also
delivers coursework online, but the
lectures and virtual instruction will occur
at specific times on certain days, just as a
typical face-to-face course would occur.

•

•

Hands-On Hybrid is for the technical and 
applied skills courses. Most class 
instruction will be delivered online. 
Students will come to campus in small 
groups to complete hands-on learning and 
practical testing.
The Flex Campus is the College’s newest, 
and most unique, course delivery option. 
This option allows students to spend 
some time in the classroom with an 
instructor, in addition to online learning. 
Small groups of students in each class 
will have the option to attend in person, 
following all CDC and College health and 
safety protocols, while the remaining 
students will access the same coursework 
online. The small groups will rotate so all 
students in a class have multiple chances 
to attend in person, although it’s never a 
requirement to attend in person. 
Student services will remain available to

all students enrolled this fall, regardless of
which course modality a student selects.

Services include online tutoring and
advising, on-campus document drop-off,
and virtual appointments for things such
as admissions, career services, dual credit,
financial aid, testing, veterans services,
and more.

Visit sanjac.edu/sjc-my-way to
learn more and to register.

College
celebrates
commencement
virtually

San Jacinto College celebrated its spring
and summer graduates a little differently
this year. Like many things in 2020, the
commencement was held virtually.

The ceremony started at 7 p.m. on
Aug. 7 to a recorded welcome from San
Jacinto College Chancellor
Dr. Brenda Hellyer.

“Commencement is always a highlight
of my year, and this year has been unlike
any other,” Dr. Hellyer said. “I’m as
disappointed that we couldn’t celebrate the
event in person as you all are. Even though
the virtual commencement ceremony
wasn’t what we would have chosen, we are
still incredibly proud of all of our graduates.
Thank you for your commitment and
your fortitude.”

The graduates, who ranged in age from
16 to 69, were each called by name as their
photo passed the screen to honor
their accomplishments.

The students who graduated experienced
an unprecedented last semester as
COVID-19 forced institutions to move
instruction online. One of those graduates,
Veronica Capozzoli, who received her

Associate of Arts degree in social and
behavioral sciences, says moving to a
virtual space was “difficult to say
the least.”

Capozzoli was enrolled in a biology
course with a lab for dissection.
When her course was moved online, she
admittedly struggled.

“I am a hands-on learner, and I like
to get clarification from my instructor
while we are learning in the classroom,”
Capozzoli said. “Unfortunately, in a
virtual space you don’t have that
immediate feedback.”

Though it may have been difficult,
Capozzoli and many others made it through
to celebrate their graduation with friends
and family.

“I’ve been through a lot of difficult
things in my life, and I haven’t let any of
them stop me from getting where I am
today,” Capozzoli said. “This was just

another bump in the road, and I am proud
of what I achieved.”

The ceremony garnered over 12,000
views from friends, family, faculty, and
staff. To view the ceremony,
visit https://youtu.be/u_q2N9lZQ6c.
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FLEXIBLE OPTIONS FOR FALL 2020 WITH

SAN JAC MY WAY
CLASSES BEGIN AUG. 24

ONLINE Anytime ONLINE On A Schedule

Hands-On HYBRID FLEX Campus

Take your classes online at any time.
No need to travel to campus.

Complete coursework online, but virtual
lectures and instruction will take place at

specific times on certain days.

Allows you to spend some time in a classroom
with an instructor in small rotating groups, in

addition to online learning.

A combination of online instruction
and small groups for hands-on
learning and practical testing.

An Equal Opportunity Institution

sanjac.edu | 281-998-6150
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By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

As a former member of the U.S. Coast
Guard, Wes Cartey was naturally drawn
to study maritime at the San Jacinto
College Maritime Technology & Training
Center. He recently graduated and is
now working as a second captain with
T&T Offshore.

Q: Tell me a little about your
background. Where are you from, and
where did you go to high school?

A: I grew up in Georgia and moved to
central Texas when I was 15. I graduated
from Clifton High School in Clifton. After
high school, I joined the United States
Coast Guard and served for 4.5 years.

Q: What brought you to
San Jacinto College?

A: I received my captain’s license after

attending a captain training program in
Florida and was struggling to find a job.
I found the maritime program from San
Jac and was excited to see that they were
connected with industry partners and
students were going straight into their
careers after graduation. The internships
that are integrated into the program
were very nice to see and made it to
where you could experience jobs while
in school.

Q: Why did you choose to
study maritime?

A: After my time in the Coast Guard,
I worked in a few industries and kept
thinking about my time in the Coast
Guard. I enjoyed working on the water
and furthering my knowledge in the
industry. As I investigated the industry
further, I realized I had sea time with the
Coast Guard that would make me eligible
to get my captain’s license after training,
and that seemed like a good fit.

Q: What has been the most
valuable thing you learned in the
maritime program?

A: One of the most valuable things
I learned at San Jac was line handling.
I expanded my knowledge on line
handling and how different industries
used the line to tie up ships or barges.
It is a skill I still used daily.

Q: What was the most memorable
part of your time at San Jacinto
College?

A: One of the most memorable parts
at San Jac were the Maritime Games
and Maritime Combine that we had
my freshman and sophomore years,
respectfully. It was nice to put the
information you learned to the test in a
competition with your fellow classmates.

Q: What is a great memory
you have from your time at
San Jacinto College?

A: I volunteered with the Veterans
Day service at the Maritime Campus. It
was nice to be a part of the ceremony
honoring other veterans.

Q: Tell me about your new job with
T&T Offshore.

A: My first internship was with
T&T Offshore based out of Galveston.
They perform launch services to the
larger ships coming into Galveston and
Houston. During Christmas break the
manager reached out to me, offering me a
captain position with them as they were
expanding the fleet. I started in May as a
captain on the new utility boat. I am the
second captain and using the knowledge
I learned every day from San Jac.

Q: What do you hope your
future holds?

A: I am really looking forward to my
career with T&T Offshore and expanding
my knowledge of being a captain and
moving up into a first captain position.
I also plan to further the tonnage on
my license.

Q: What would you like to share
about your time as a San Jacinto
College student?

A: I will say my time at San Jac was a
great experience all-around. Even with
the hardships everyone has experienced
with COVID-19, San Jac stepped up and
ensured all students were taken care of
and kept on track for graduation. I highly
recommend the maritime program they
have and suggest anyone with interest
to reach out and attend one of the
information sessions they have.

MaritiMe grad finds success as captain
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

STAff SPOTLIGHT

By Melissa Trevizo
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

In January 2018, the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) came to San Jacinto
College looking for someone to
contribute to a new innovative course in

instrumentation and electrical.
Joseph Zwiercan volunteered to help,

and now thanks to his hard work,
students at Pasadena Independent
School District’s Career and Technical
High School (CTHS) can reap the
benefits of this new course.

“I have never worked with TEA
before, and the entire process was
unfamiliar to me,” said Zwiercan. “I’m
proud of the work we accomplished to
make this opportunity possible for
high school students.”

Zwiercan continued on page 7

ZwierCAn writeS new CurriCulum
for Cte StAtewide
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By Courtney Morris
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Adam Stringer was that kid with his
face squished against the backseat car
window, magnetized as 18-wheelers
cruised past on the highway. As a teen
and 20-something, he spied the San
Jacinto College Truck Driving Program
commercial trucks parked at the
Central Campus.

When Stringer considered switching
careers after 16 years in I-HOP
management, he felt the magnetic pull
once again: “I decided, ‘Why not try truck
driving school?’”

That decision, he said, ended up being
“very good” to him.

With a nationwide truck driver deficit
for more than two decades, the College’s
truck driving program puts drivers trained
in safety first on the road for a stable,
self-driven career.

Give me liberty
Stringer numbers among many who have

enrolled in the program wanting to change
industries mid-career. John Stephens,
co-instructor alongside Monica Cortes, said
this is often a second or third career.

“The reasoning behind wanting to drive
a truck is very different,” Stephens said.
“Some have always been interested and
never did do it. Others retired or wanted
to change jobs and decided [they wanted]
to travel.”

It’s also a growing field for women.
In 2019, FreightWaves estimated more

than 10 percent of over-the-road truck
drivers are women—a 30 percent increase
from 2018.

Brionne Boston, who completed San
Jac’s program this spring, came from
the chemical plant industry. Now in her
30s, she wanted to achieve financial
independence, advance quickly, and see
the country. She also craved flexibility.

“Home time was not really an option in
my last career—it was many, many hours
at the job site,” Boston said. “I’ve heard
this is the best program, and in signing up,
I’ve found out it really is…. The teachers,
the equipment, everything—they go to the
ends [of the earth] for you.”

Just as there are endless reasons to
enroll, students have endless truck driving
job options to explore.

“All walks of life come through here,”
Stephens said. “They have their choice
of schedule depending on the job
they choose.”

Unlike some careers, truck drivers
can easily switch jobs, choosing the right
cargo, vehicle, and location for them.
Houston area only? Check. Tri-state
region? Check. Forty-eight contiguous
states? Check.

And no matter what the economic
climate, truck driving jobs abound. When
customers need toilet paper, who else
but a truck driver will transport it from
warehouse to out-of-stock grocery store?

Choose your adventure
Stringer graduated from the College’s

program in 2015. Although he maintains
a safe driving record and does a physical
every two years to keep his commercial
driver’s license (CDL), he appreciates the
industry stability.

“Having a CDL is like being a doctor.
You can have a job anywhere around the
world,” he said. “Once you have a CDL, no
one can take it from you.”

Stringer has transferred goods statewide
and nationwide. His experiences sound
like Instagrammable moments—from
crossing the Hoover Dam to delivering
produce to an Orthodox Jewish grocer in
the Bronx.

“The experience you get and the people
you meet are awesome,” Stringer said. He
laughs: “But the people from Texas are

the nicest.”
Although he now manages 20 produce

trucks as an at-home logistics specialist,
in his most successful driving seasons
he drew a $150,000 paycheck
three years straight.

“If you make the right choices after
school, you can do well financially,” he
said. “I’m not selling a pipe dream.”

Do a pre-trip
Before their routes, drivers perform a

pre-trip inspection, checking the truck,
trailer, and load to address any issues.
Similarly, Stephens recommends doing
your homework before enrolling in
San Jacinto College’s program.

“Start getting your information about
different types of jobs,” he said. “Start
checking out companies, seeing what is
available, what will fit your lifestyle.”

Want to shift gears in your career?
It might be time to hit the road.
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TRUCK DRIVING PROVIDES SELF-DRIVEN CAREER

Take the wheel
Want to earn your CDL? San Jacinto
College Continuing and Professional
Development offers Professional Truck
Driver I and II (CVOP 1013 and CVOP 1040):
• Six-week program
• 240 hours of classroom instruction,
demonstration, and hands-on
tractor-trailer operations

• $4,200 for program, drug test, physical,
and commercial learner’s permit and
driver’s license

• Veteran and other grants available for
those who qualify

Learn more: www.sanjac.edu/CDL

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE
GENERATION PARK

CAMPUS

NOW OPEN
ENROLL NOW AT

SANJAC.EDU
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY INSTITUTION
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By Andrea Vasquez
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Summer camps were no exception
to the giant halt COVID-19 imposed
worldwide. That is, until San Jacinto
College’s Pathway to the Stars Camp
flipped into an online summer camp.

Originally one of the College’s free
on-campus summer camps, the NASA
Journey to Mars science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) camp
converted into an online format that
would still offer the same hands-on,
engaging, and exciting content. Not only
would the camp team accomplish that,
but they also set a new enrollment record
with 300 students registered for the
duration of the camp sessions.

“We were one of the first institutions
with a NASA Minority University
Research and Education Project
(MUREP) Aerospace Academy (MAA)
grant to go virtual with an afterschool
program, and we were the only San Jac
summer camp to be offered this year,”
said Dr. Janis Fowler, San Jacinto College
Aerospace Academy director.
“Our San Jac Continuing and
Professional Development (CPD)

Aerospace team was the key in making
all of this work efficiently and effectively
for 12 summer camp sessions.”

Since the camp was held online,
Fowler said supplies had to be sent to
students via Amazon. However, due to
shipping delays, a few of the experiments
had to be tweaked to accomplish those
learning outcomes. She also added that
some parents joined in on the activities,
something they often don’t have an
opportunity to do, which was a beneficial
surprise of facilitating the camp online.

Lydia Miranda, whose son joined the
camp, said the activities were intriguing
and engaging even for kids whose
interests don’t usually lean toward
STEM, especially with the teachers
encouraging innovative critical thinking
throughout the entire camp.

“I was pleasantly surprised to see my
child’s enthusiasm for the content and
activities,” she said. “He is more of an
‘artsy’ type and has never expressed
a particular interest in science or
engineering. There were so many

hands-on activities and projects that
I never felt he was glued to a screen
for too long. As a parent of a creative
child, I was impressed by how much
inventiveness the students had while
completing the activities. The instructors
frequently encouraged students to take
risks and be creative while completing
the assignments, which allowed my
child's imagination free rein. The
instructors were incredibly patient and
supportive, providing feedback while
coaching students to be independent
thinkers. I believe the experience
has opened my child's eyes to the
opportunities available within
STEM careers.”

Hosting the camp online also created
participation opportunities that
classroom camps don’t always provide.

“The online camp allowed shy
students to participate a great deal
more with the voice and chat features,”
said Misty Coyle, San Jacinto College
aerospace education project coordinator.
“We were also able to reach students
who had special needs who may not have
been able to attend the camp

face to face on campus.”
Both Fowler and Coyle said parents

are eagerly asking about the next online
summer camp, and the aerospace team is
already in planning mode.

“We are looking at ways to expand
on the success of this summer,” said
Fowler. “Perhaps we will build a part
two camp so these students can continue
building their STEM skills. Overall, we
feel these students are going to be more
experienced at attending school online
in the fall because of their experiences
with us this summer. As we continue
to assess this year’s camp and plan
for the upcoming year, we would love
to incorporate high school and parent
programs, given all of the positive
feedback we’ve received.”

For more information about
San Jacinto College aerospace
education and workforce training
programs, visit sanjac.edu/continuing-
professional-development/aerospace-
education-workforce.
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STEM SUMMER CAMP GAINS RECORD
ENROLLMENT AFTER GOING VIRTUAL
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SAN JAC HAPPENINGS

DATE EVENT TIME SITE
Sept. 10 Learn@Home free virtual workshop: Conversational Spanish 12-1 p.m. RSVP: community.engagement@sjcd.edu or 281-476-1893

Sept. 22 Learn@Home free virtual workshop: Nine Ways to Reduce Your Cancer Risk 12-1 p.m. RSVP: community.engagement@sjcd.edu or 281-476-1893

Sept. 30 Learn@Home free virtual workshop: Retirement and Medicare 12-1 p.m. RSVP: community.engagement@sjcd.edu or 281-476-1893

All times and event schedules listed are subject to change. For more information, visit sanjac.edu.

Photo courtesy of San Jacinto College
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3 Mental health services graduate Darlene
shared these photos from her photo shoot.

6 The Honda PACT program is back on
Central Campus and working on engine
repair hands-on skills training.

2 Cosmetology student Erin (@glam_byerin)
shared her first partial highlight technique.

1 The team at Eyeful Art Murals and Designs
created this arresting aerosol piece for
the San Jacinto College Central Campus
Welcome Center.

4 Drone King owner Darrell
(@dronekinghouston) posted this
aerial photo of the development of
the Generation Park Campus.

5 Adjunct professor Veronica Walker gave
insight into the process of changing her in-
person courses to online via Instagram.

THIS MONTH IN SOCIAL MEDIA
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ReplACing pluto, deteCting eARtHquAkeS:
ZooniveRSe tuRnS StudentS into mini SCientiStS
By Courtney Morris
SAN JACINTO COLLEGE

Pluto may have exited the planet club,
but San Jacinto College students are
searching for its replacement.

“Backyard Worlds: Planet 9” and
other online Zooniverse projects are
engaging North Campus earth science
students in citizen science—public
participation in research to increase
scientific knowledge.

Whether looking for the Milky
Way’s new ninth planet, listening to
earthquake audio clips, or tracing
meteors, these non-science majors
use Zooniverse not only to advance
scientists’ work but also to grasp the
scientific research process.

No-brainer
For College geology professors

Dr. Liana Boop and John-Franklin
Dzuryak, Zooniverse was a no-brainer.
After learning about the website at
a teaching conference, Dr. Boop got
Dzuryak on board. In summer 2019, they
began implementing Zooniverse in their
online earth science classes.

Since people often recognize patterns
better than computers, scientists use
Zooniverse to crowdsource data analysis.
While it sounds fancy, data analysis
can be as simple as outlining a meteor
streak in an image. This human input
then helps train computers to classify
specific data.

“The cool thing about these projects
is you don’t need to know the science
behind them to contribute to the work,”

Dr. Boop said. “Ultimately, what
we want students to walk away with is
a taste of what real scientific
research entails.”

Classified information
After creating individual Zooniverse

accounts, students complete at least
50 classifications each across eight
visits. Throughout, they journal
about their challenges and discoveries
and finally collaborate on a virtual
presentation with teammates to share
with the entire class.

“The fun part … is you can see
the frustration and confusion at the
beginning,” Dzuryak said of reading
their journal entries. “At the end: ‘I did
all these extra classifications!’ It’s a neat
way to see them grow.”

Business student Manuela Garcia
went into the classifications expecting a
challenge, having run across X-rays and
case studies in her dental assistant job.

“I thought it was hard before even
getting into it,” Garcia said.

Her team worked on the “Radio

Meteor Zoo” project, tracing meteors
and meteor showers from data collected
by the Belgian Radio Meteor Stations
(BRAMS) network. The meteors appear
as bright elongated teardrops against
a cerulean background.

Not only did Garcia find the
classifications more intuitive than
expected, but she also took the project
one step further, researching how
the images are captured and data
is used. In all, she finished 156
meteor classifications.

Hooked on her new hobby, Garcia
signed up for four extra Zooniverse
projects to do outside class.

“I get excited knowing I’m helping
with a project that could help discover
something or help the environment,” she
said. “I feel like I’m a part of science.”

Decision-making 101
Zooniverse projects have many

benefits. Students often ask, “How is
this class relevant?” Dzuryak says they
can look no further than a work project
or major decision.

“We’re not expecting anyone to
become a biologist or chemist,” he said.
“You’re given this task—you’re given
instructions—but it might not be enough
for you. What if you have a boss who
gives you a task you don’t know how to
do? How do you do that?”

When students do a Zooniverse
classification, they are working with
incomplete data but must make as
informed a decision as possible.

“The project builds their science skills
and confidence,” Dzuryak said. “If you

work through it, get through it, you
become more confident.”

Discovery zone
Does the prospect of dabbling in

scientific research intrigue you? Dzuryak
suggests becoming a Zooniverse citizen
scientist. After all, there’s hardly
anything cooler than being the person to
discover the ninth planet.

“Students didn’t find anything, but
it would have been a cool thing if [they
had],” Dzuryak said. He lowers his
voice, letting this mind-boggling thought
sink in: “You could be the one.”

Citizen scientists
San Jacinto College students contribute to
many Zooniverse projects. Here are just a few:
• Planet Four: Terrains (identifying different

surfaces on Mars)
• Gravity Spy (detecting elusive gravitational

waves predicted by Einstein)
• Earthquake Detective (classifying seismic
events by listening to wave frequencies
adjusted to audible pitches)

Learn more: at www.zooniverse.org.
Photo courtesy of San Jacinto College
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Zwiercan continued from page 3

Within the TEA and across the
U.S., there are 16 recognized career
clusters, including agriculture, food
and natural resources, health science,
and information technology. These are
broad groups of careers and industries
created to organize career and technical
education programs.

“The TEA recognized the need to
add an energy cluster in our state,” said
Laura Torres, TEA statewide career
and technical education coordinator.
“We started looking for help creating
an instrumentation course for this new
cluster along the Gulf Coast. At first, we
had a lot of interest, but Joe is the only
one who stuck with us throughout the
entire process.”

The two-year process included
identifying the types of oil and gas
careers to target and building the
curriculum from the ground up. The
curriculum was based on similar colleges'
courses but needed to be adapted to
middle and high school levels.

“I had to break down what was
appropriate for math and science and
what their knowledge of equipment

might be,” Zwiercan said. “I had to take
all of the college language out of the
courses and think of the education level
of a 14- or 15-year-old.”

The new innovative course will be
offered at CTHS as a Level 2 energy
cluster course during the 2020-2021
school year. Any high school can pick
up the course to add to its curriculum,
pending board approval.
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Surrounded by monuments of history, evolving
industries, maritime enterprises of today,
and the space age of tomorrow, San Jacinto
College has served the citizens of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961. San Jacinto College
is among the top 10 community colleges in the
nation as designated by the Aspen Institute
for Community College Excellence and was
named an Achieving the Dream Leader College
of Distinction in 2020. The College serves
approximately 45,000 credit and non-credit
students annually and offers more than
200 degrees and certificates across eight major
areas of study that put students on a path to
transfer to four-year institutions or enter the
workforce. San Jacinto College’s impact on
the region totals $1.3 billion in added income,
which supports 13,044 jobs. The College is
fiscally sound, holding bond ratings of AA and
Aa2 by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s.

COMMUNITY
IMPACT

Vision — San Jacinto College will advance the
social and economic mobility of all members
of our community. We will be known for
our excellence in teaching and learning, our
intentional student-centered support, and our
commitment to every student. We will be the
preferred workforce and economic development
partner in the region and a champion for
lifelong learning. San Jacinto College will inspire
students to explore opportunities, define their
educational and career paths, and achieve their
goals and dreams.

Mission — San Jacinto College is focused on
student success, academic progress, university
transfer, and employment. We are committed to
opportunities that enrich the quality of life in
the communities we serve.

VISION & MISSION

An Equal Opportunity Institution

SUPPORT STUDENT
SUCCESS

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation
transforms lives, enriches our community, and
provides tomorrow’s community leaders. For
more than 20 years, the foundation has helped
thousands of students reach their goals. Our
former students and graduates have filled vital
roles in hospitals, classrooms, executive offices,
manufacturing plants, and laboratories across
our region and beyond. They have also won the
World Series and NBA championships, starred
in major motion pictures, and created major
theatrical productions. Help our students today
with the gift of education. Contact the San
Jacinto College Foundation at 281-998-6104 or
visit sanjac.edu/foundation.

YOUR GOALS. YOUR COLLEGE.

NORTH CAMPUS
5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049

CENTRAL CAMPUS
8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505

SOUTH CAMPUS
13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089

MARITIME CAMPUS
3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571

GENERATION PARK CAMPUS
13455 Lockwood Rd., Houston, TX 77044

ONLINE
sanjac.edu
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