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San Jacinto College recognized 
for fi nancial reporting
 For the 10th consecutive year, San Jacinto College has 
been awarded the Certifi cate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance O�  cers 
Association (GFOA) of the United States and Canada. The 
award is the highest form of recognition in governmental ac-
counting and fi nancial reporting. The College fi rst received 
the Distinguished Budget Award for the 2006-2007 fi scal 
year. The GFOA established the Certifi cate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Reporting Program in 1945 to en-
courage and assist state and local governments to go beyond 
the minimum requirements of generally accepted accounting 
principles to prepare comprehensive annual fi nancial reports 
that evidence the spirit of transparency and full disclosure 
and then to recognize individual governments that succeed in 
achieving that goal. The GFOA is a nonprofi t professional as-
sociation serving more than 17,600 government fi nance pro-
fessionals throughout North America with o�  ces in Chicago 
and Washington D.C.

Garcia appointed to PTAC
 San Jacinto College pharmacy technician program director 
Mario S. Garcia is one of nine professionals nationwide to be 
selected for the Pharmacy Technician Accreditation Commis-
sion (PTAC) for the 2017 – 2018 term. In addition to his lat-
est appointment with PTAC, Garcia serves on the Curriculum 
Steering Committee, Instructional and Student Services Coun-
cil for San Jacinto College and is an active member of the Phar-

macy Technician Educators Coun-
cil. He travels the country to assist 
the American Society of Health-
System Pharmacists (ASHP) as a 
guest site surveyor. The PTAC is 
a collaboration between the Ac-
creditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE) and the ASHP 
to promote, assure, and advance 
the quality of pharmacy technician 
education and training programs in the United States. Read 
more about Garcia at sanjac.edu/article/mario-garcia.

San Jac, Stephen F. Austin
ink agreement
 San Jacinto College and Stephen F. Austin State University 
recently approved an articulation agreement for Honors stu-
dents. The purpose of the agreement is to ensure that San 
Jacinto College and Stephen F. Austin State University work 
together to further opportunities and access to Honors educa-
tion for qualifi ed students. San Jac Honors students will be able 
to transfer Honors courses to Stephen F. Austin State, and San 
Jac students who enter Stephen F. Austin State University’s 
School of Honors will be eligible for transfer student scholar-
ships. The articulation agreement between the two institutions 
was approved by the San Jacinto College Board of Trustees on 
July 10 at the monthly Board meeting, and was signed by San 
Jacinto College Chancellor Dr. Brenda Hellyer on July 11. Ste-
phen F. Austin State University is one of the top 10 institutions 
where San Jacinto College graduates transfer.

 On Tuesday, Aug. 1, Texas Senate Bill 11 (from the 
84th Texas legislative session), also known as the Cam-
pus Carry law, went into e� ect for all community col-
leges in Texas, including San Jacinto College. The law, 
passed by Texas legislators and signed by Texas Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott during the 84th legislative session, 
requires the San Jacinto College Board of Trustees to 
adopt a policy that does not generally prohibit license-
to-carry holders from carrying a concealed weapon on 
campus, but does allow for certain areas or activities of 
the College to be exclusion zones where no concealed 
carry is allowed. The San Jacinto College Campus Carry 
policy was adopted by the Board of Trustees on June 5 
to comply with the Texas law.
 Areas of the four San Jacinto College campuses that 
have been identifi ed as exclusion zones will be clearly 
marked with signage indicating the exclusion zone. It 
is the responsibility of license holders to carry their 
handguns on or about their persons at all times and to 
ensure that they are complying with the law and Col-
lege policy as it pertains to exclusion zones on campus. 
San Jacinto College will not provide storage for hand-
guns.
 The open carrying of any weapon on any Texas 
college or university campus, including San Jacinto Col-
lege, is strictly prohibited. 
 We understand that individuals may have di� erent 
opinions, views and questions about the law. I en-
courage individuals to visit our website at sanjac.edu/
campus-carry to fi nd a link to the College policy, as well 
as more information about the law. 

Thank you,

Bruce Caldwell
Bruce Caldwell
Chief of Police
San Jacinto College

NEWS FROM YOUR COLLEGE 

San Jacinto College has been awarded the Certi� cate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government 
Finance Of� cers Association (GFOA) of the United States and Canada.

Photos courtesy of Andrea Vasquez, San Jacinto College
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By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

 On the March day when the new Center 
for Industrial Technology opened on San 
Jacinto College’s North Campus, a few stu-

dents straggled in late, fl ustered and con-
fused. They had mistakenly gone to the 
back of the campus, seeking a warehouse 
or other utilitarian building for their tech-
nical classes. 
 “These students, like many others, 

thought industrial education would be in 
a remote place and far removed from any-
thing beautiful,” said Mark Johnson, dean 
of business and technology at the College’s 
North Campus. “Instead, we put this new 
center right at the front of our campus. 
The location is both strategic and symbolic. 
We’re showing our students, industry part-
ners and the community that industrial 
education is vital and important.” 
 Johnson said that the expansive growth 
in Houston industries is an incentive to 
San Jacinto College to modernize facilities, 
equipment and even curriculum to provide 
an employable workforce that can immedi-
ately contribute. The center o� ers all the 
modernization, with the additional advan-
tage of cross-disciplinary training oppor-
tunities, he said.
 “It pulls all our technical programs on 
the North Campus together,” Johnson 
said. “For example, our students in elec-
trical and HVACR can use each other’s 
labs to learn di� erent applications, as can 
our welding and pipefi tting students. Our 
engineering design graphics students can 
visit the pipefi tting lab to see how actual 
piping projects work.”
 A pulse of excitement is running 
throughout the building, as it opens for the 
fi rst full semester, Johnson said. 
 “Enrollment in all of our programs is 
up in double digits, which is extraordi-
nary compared to the same time last year,” 
Johnson said. “Welding enrollment is up 
by 30 percent.”

CENTER FOR 
INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGY’S 
CERTIFICATES 
AND DEGREES 

• Construction 
management

• Diesel technology

• Electrical technology

• Engineering design 
graphics

• Heating, ventilation, 
air conditioning and 
refrigeration (HVACR)

• Logistics

• Pipefi tting fabrication

• Welding technology

CONTINUING 
EDUCATION

• Advanced 
manufacturing

• Sheet metal

NEW FACILITY PUTS INDUSTRIAL
EDUCATION FRONT AND CENTER

save the date
san jacinto college foundation

22nd annual
golf tournament
providing fairways to a brighter future

tuesday, oct. 10, 2017
11 a.m.  |  golf club of houston

for sponsorship information, please visit
www.sanjac.edu/foundation/golf
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Last month, the 
Association of 

Community College 
Trustees (ACCT) 

named Matt Lewis 
the 2017 Western 

Region Faculty 
Award recipient.

Photos courtesy of Andrea Vasquez, San Jacinto College
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AWARD–WINNING 
MATH INSTRUCTOR 
GRABS REGIONAL 
ACCT HONOR
By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

 Matt Lewis is a professor of mathematics on the South 
Campus of San Jacinto College, a role he has had for eight 
years. Last month, the Association of Community College 
Trustees (ACCT) named Lewis the 2017 Western Region 
Faculty Award recipient. The award recognizes excellence 
in teaching, leadership and initiative, as well as collabora-
tive e� ort. This month, Lewis will attend the annual ACCT 
Leadership Congress in Las Vegas with other fi nalists for 
the announcement of the national award. He shared his in-
sights below:

Q. How do you feel about 
winning this award?
A. I haven’t won an award on this level before, so it is 
exciting and humbling at the same time. I feel the work 
that is being recognized is largely collaborative. I did 
very little all by myself. I view this award as recognizing 
the great work of everyone at San Jacinto College, which 
promotes collaboration from the bottom up. I could 
name a hundred people without whom I would not have 
achieved this honor, so I feel I am accepting it on behalf 
of others.

Q. What was it like to be part of 
a faculty team charged with 
creating a new way to learn 
developmental math and college 
algebra in one semester?
A. It was scary, because it was a novel concept for all 
of us, and we didn’t have a model to use. San Jacinto 
College’s leadership gave us free rein. In the end, we 
didn’t change the math, we adopted a new framework 
for the delivery and presentation of the math. It’s rooted 
in how people learn, as well as what conditions help 

students to relax and absorb the material. It’s been 
thrilling that it has worked so well. With fi ve years of 
data, we see 70 percent of students are completing the 
course with a grade of C or better.

Q. As one of the teachers who 
developed the AIM program, 
why do you think it works?
A. AIM (Acceleration in Mathematics) is a compressed 
mathematics course that teaches developmental math 
skills and college-level algebra in one semester in an 
extremely supportive environment. I genuinely believe 
in this style of teaching; it resonates with me. We spread 
out the college-level material and integrate the basic 
skills. We call it “just-in-time” remediation. That way, 
the students have everything they need in place before 
learning the next skill. It’s a better and cleaner way of 
teaching, in my opinion, and just good brain science.

Q. What do you like about 
being a teacher?
A. I started teaching while I was in college, working as 
an assistant. I’ve always liked helping people, and it’s 
energizing to meet new students. 

Q. Why is clearing the required 
math hurdle important for 
student success?
A. Students’ optimism is an incredible resource. If you 
can get a student to feel optimistic, you can use that to 
help them. They become resilient because of it. What 
works at San Jacinto College is our culture. This isn’t a 
place where you can easily be complacent because there 
are always passionate people around you trying to in-
novate and do better for our students. There’s no better 
place to be in community college education right now.”

 | Houston Chronicle Custom Advertising Section  
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PipefittersPipelayers

20%
JOB GROWTH

by 2022 Plumbers Steamfitters

EAST HARRIS COUNTY NEEDS
5,755 
OPERATIONS

TOTAL 
HIRES 2,195

ENGINEERING
TOTAL 
HIRES 3,480

MAINTENANCE
TOTAL 
HIRES

40% PETROCHEMICAL
WORKFORCE INCREASE
due to retiring/aging workforce

BILLION
in Texas Gulf Coast
plant expansions

are planned 

$35 

Sources: EHCMA Workforce Assessment ·  bls.gov ·  texascaresonline.com ·  portofhouston.com

An Equal Opportunity Institution

HOUSTON JOB GROWTH

IN THE PIPELINE

STEAMFITTERS

PIPEFITTERS

2ND HIGHEST
METROPOLITAN AREA
in the nation to employ: 

Average annual salary

$50,000

PLUMBERS

HOUSTON
CENTER FOR ALL U.S.OIL & GAS EQUIPMENT

CHEMICAL PLANT &
SYSTEM OPERATORS

Average annual salary

$66,000

$15 BILLION
PETROCHEMICAL & 
REFINING COMPLEX
largest in the nation
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SAN JAC HAPPENINGS
DATE EVENT TIME SITE

Sept. 18 Installment Payment Plan due 7 p.m. Online

Sept. 19 Volleyball vs. Blinn College 6 p.m. Central Campus, Anders Gymnasium

Sept. 20 Center for Petrochemical, Energy, and Technology Groundbreaking 11 a.m. Central Campus, Parking Lot P40

 Hispanic Heritage Month Kick-Off 11:30 a.m. North Campus, M-12 Lobby

Sept. 22 Men’s Soccer vs. Tyler Junior College 7 p.m. South Campus, Soccer Field

Sept. 23 Men’s Soccer vs. Jacksonville College 6 p.m. South Campus, Soccer Field

Sept. 26 Volleyball vs. Wharton County Junior College 6 p.m. Central Campus, Anders Gymnasium

Sept. 30 Men’s Soccer alumni game 7 p.m. South Campus, Soccer Field

Oct. 10 San Jacinto College Foundation Golf Tournament All day Golf Club of Houston

All times and event 
schedules listed 
are subject to 
change. For more 
information, visit:
sanjac.edu
sanjacsports.com
sanjac.edu/foundation

• WHERE: Central Campus

• OPENING: Anticipated fi rst classes in fall 2019

• SIZE: Approx. 145,000 square feet

• FEATURES: Exterior glycol distillation unit; 
multifunctional glass pilot lab; electrical power 
labs; control room operating glycol distillation 
unit, utilizing safety, effi ciency and ergonomic 
factors; and process simulation training facilities.

SAN JAC FACTS

Center for Petrochemical, 
Energy, and Technology

By Cheryl P. Rose
CORRESPONDENT

 San Jacinto College o�  cially breaks 
ground this month on a project four 
years in the planning: The Center for 
Petrochemical, Energy, and Technol-
ogy at the College’s Central Campus.
 The new facility, which will take an 
estimated two years to construct, will 
be a showpiece for industrial educa-
tion related to the petrochemical in-
dustry, according to Allatia Harris, 
vice chancellor for strategic initia-
tives, workforce development, com-
munity relations and diversity at San 
Jacinto College.
 “From the start, we have wanted 
this building to set a high standard for 

meeting the training needs of indus-
tries in our region,” Harris said. “We 
will have a facility that o� ers the best 
and most realistic training for students 
who want to get jobs with the great em-
ployers in this area.”
 Facility and equipment highlights 
Harris listed include increased lab 
space, the very latest technology and 
several functional simulation labs. 
The centerpiece is an exterior glycol 
distillation unit used to teach process 
operations and develop troubleshoot-
ing skills.
 “This region is the second largest 
petrochemical producing location in 
the world,” Harris said. “San Jacinto 
College is in the heart of it, and we 
have been training workers for this in-

dustry for over 40 years. With the $40 
billion in investments industries are 
making in this region, we know there 
will be substantial workforce training 
needs for many years to come.”
 When complete, the new center will 
be the largest building on any of San 
Jacinto College’s four campuses. Har-
ris said the planning and design pro-
cess for the building has been the most 
collaborative experience she has ever 
participated in, with multiple local in-
dustries providing talent and resourc-
es to create a premier training center.
 “The College has had so many 
friends on this project, contributing 
knowledge to build something that will 
be best-in-class and with an eye to the 
future,” she said.

NEW PETROCHEMICAL LEARNING FACILITY ON HORIZON

Rendering courtesy of CPET
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Surrounded by monuments of history, industries and maritime 
enterprises of today, and the space age of tomorrow, San 
Jacinto College has been serving the citizens of East Harris 
County since 1961. As a � scally sound institution, the Col-
lege currently holds bond ratings of AA and Aa2 by Standard 
& Poor’s and Moody’s, respectively. San Jacinto College is a 
2017 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence Rising 
Star Award recipient and an Achieving the Dream Leader Col-
lege. Approximately 30,000 students each semester bene� t 
from a support system that maps out a pathway for success. 
The College offers seven areas of study that prepare a diverse 
body of students to transfer to a four-year college or univer-
sity or enter the workforce with the skills needed to support 
the growing industries along the Texas Gulf Coast. San Jacinto 
College graduates contribute nearly $690 million each year to 
the Texas workforce.

Vision — San Jacinto College will be the leader in educational 
excellence and in the achievement of equity among diverse 
populations. We will empower students to achieve their goals, 
rede� ne their expectations and encourage their exploration of 
new opportunities. Our passions are people, learning, innova-
tion and continuous improvement.

Mission — Our mission is to ensure student success, create 
seamless transitions and enrich the quality of life in the communi-
ties we serve.

Support Student SuccessCommunity ImpactVision & Mission

YOUR GOALS. YOUR COLLEGE.

An Equal Opportunity Institution

NORTH CAMPUS 5800 Uvalde Rd., Houston, TX 77049
CENTRAL CAMPUS 8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena, TX 77505
SOUTH CAMPUS 13735 Beamer Rd., Houston, TX 77089
MARITIME CAMPUS 3700 Old Hwy. 146, La Porte, TX 77571 
ONLINE 4624 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, TX 77504

A gift to the San Jacinto College Foundation transforms lives, 
enriches our community and provides tomorrow’s community 
leaders. For more than 20 years, the Foundation has helped 
thousands of students reach their goals. Our former students 
and graduates have � lled vital roles in hospitals, classrooms, 
executive of� ces, manufacturing plants, and laboratories 
across our region and beyond. They have also won the World 
Series, NBA championships, starred in major motion pictures 
and created major theatrical productions. Help our students to-
day with the gift of education. Contact the San Jacinto College 
Foundation at 281-998-6104 or sanjac.edu/foundation.




