
 
Transition Words  
Transition words improve the connections and transitions between sentences and paragraphs. They help the 
reader progress from one idea to the next and guide the reader to follow the direction of a writer’s thought.  
Think of transition words as signposts that guide the traveler. 
 

Emphasis Addition Contrast Order 
Undoubtedly 
Unquestionably 
Obviously 
Particularly 
In particular 
Especially 
Clearly 
Importantly 
Absolutely 
Definitely 
Without a doubt 
Indeed 
It should be noted 

Along with 
Apart from this 
Moreover 
Furthermore 
Also 
Too 
As well as that 
Besides 
In addition 
Not only…but also 
In addition to this 
Additionally 
An additional 

Unlike 
Nevertheless 
On the other hand 
None the less 
Despite 
In spite of 
In contrast 
Contrary to 
Whereas 
Alternatively 
Conversely 
Even so 
Differing from 
However 
But 

Following 
At this time 
Previously 
First / Firstly 
Second 
Secondly 
Third 
Thirdly 
Finally 
Subsequently 
Above all 
Before 
Last but not least 
First and foremost 
 

Result Illustration Comparison Summary 
As a consequence of 
As a result 
Thus 
Hence 
Consequently 
For this reason 
Due to 
Therefore 

Such as 
In this case 
For example 
For instance 
To clarify 
Including 
Namely 
Proof of this 
To demonstrate 

Similarly 
Equally 
Likewise 
Just as 
Just like 
Compare to 
Same as 
Correspondingly 
In the same way 
 

Briefly 
In short 
In conclusion 
To summarize 
Altogether 
To sum up 
In summary 
To conclude 

Reason Condition Concession Generalization 
Because of 
With this in mind 
In fact 
In order to 
Due to 
 
 
 

If 
In that case 
In case 
Unless 

Admittedly 
All the same 
Up to a point 
Even so 
In spite of 
Although 
Even though 
Even if 
However 

As a rule 
For the most part 
In general 
Generally 
On the whole 
Overall 
In most cases 
 

 



 

Using Transition Words in Sentences 
Transition words of emphasis - when you want to stress a point or an idea. When writers want to give 
meaning or special importance to an idea, they use transition words that emphasize it. 

• Example: It is always hot in Texas, especially during the summer.  
o Especially is a transition word that stresses to the reader that summers are the hot seasons in 

Texas. 
• Example: The student center was active during the mid-terms but particularly slow during the mini 

semester. 
o Particularly informs the reader that the mini semester was the main time frame when the student 

center was very slow compared to the mid-term period. 
 
Words of addition - adding extra comments is essential when trying to make a point. 

• Example: The street’s intersection was slow during rush hour, and police officers had difficulty 
controlling traffic.  Additionally, several vehicle accidents blocked off multiple lanes.  

o Additionally adds another reason as to why the traffic was slow progressing.  
• Example: The summer semester courses are challenging since they are fast paced.  Several students 

noted that they did not have time to study or complete their homework.  Moreover, the summer sessions 
do not provide ample time to learn the course(s) material. 

o Moreover signifies to the reader that the writer is adding more detail to explain why some 
students have issues with summer semester courses. 

 
Words of contrast - to inform the reader that there is an opposite or an opposing idea that will challenge the 
previous point. 

• Example: Tony’s knowledge of math is exemplary, but he lacks writing skills. 
o But is used to introduce an opposing point.     

• Example: After the fall semester, many students love the winter break since it gives them time to 
unwind.  On the other hand, some students prefer to continue their courses during the mini semester. 

o On the other hand informs the reader that some students are opposed to indulging in the off-time 
and continue to work through their winter break.   

 
Importance of Transition Words 
Transition words aid in helping the reader comprehend your details with fluidity.  For example, will you 
oppose an idea, present a similar point, add more details, etc.?  Choose the correct transition word(s) that befits 
the appropriate direction you want your reader to follow and comprehend.   
 
Transition words aid in expressing your ideas and provide a good flow for your essay.  By adding sentences 
that incorporate transition words, it creates easy to follow text and avoids ambiguity.   
 
Have Questions? Ask a tutor! Please see SSC details and contact information below. 
 
 
 


